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The  Approval 
(Sept.  1823)* 

by  President  S.  Dilworth  Young 
of  the  First  Council  of  the  Seventy 

At  mid-morn  of  September  22nd, 

On  that  fall  day 

In  eighteen  twenty -three, 

Joseph  Smith  came  back 

Into  the  field  and 

Sought  his  father  out: 

Feeling  better  son? 

I've  not  been  home 

But  rested  under 

Yonder  tree. 

Father — the  voice  was  taut  with  urgency — ■ 

There's  something  I  must  tell: 

An  angel  came  three  times 

Last  night,  repeating 

Thrice  a  message 

From  the  Lord. 

There  is  a  hill 

Near  here  .... 

And  so  with  simple  words 

He  told  his  father  what  had  come  to  pass. 

Of  prophecy  fulfilled. 

And  more  to  be, 


For  Course  5,  lesson  9  (November  1),  "Prophets  Carried  on  the 
Work";  for  Course  10,  lesson  5  (October  4),  "Learning  through  Our 
Experiences";  for  Course  12,  lesson  2  (September  13),  "How  It  All 
Began";  for  Course  26,  lesson  14  (November  15),  "A  Father's  Ex- 
pression of  Gratitude  to  His  Child";  for  Course  30,  lesson  2  (Sep- 
tember 20),  "Beginnings  in  Western  New  York";  to  support  family 
home  evening  lesson  14;  and  of  general  interest. 


Of  ancient  men  on  this 

Fair  country's  shore, 

Of  how  a  book 

Engraved  on  plates  of  gold 

Would  be  a  witness  of 

The  Christ, 

His  coming  to  this  land, 

A  land  of  promised  freedom 

To  all  men 

As  long  as  they 

Will  worship  him. 

He  told  his  father  of  a 

Box  of  stone,  buried 

To  the  Lord 

Full  fourteen  hundred  years  ago 

Upon  a  nearby  hill. 

And  shown  him 

By  the  angel  in  the  night, 

Who  said  to  meet  him  there, 

But  tell  his  father  first. 

And  now,  the  tale  unfolded, 

Joseph  waited 

On  his  father's  word. 

He  had  obeyed  the  angel 

Of  the  Lord; 

Mindful,  too,  to  still  another 

Ancient  law  of  God 

To  render  full  obedience 

To  his  father. 

The  father  listened, 

And  watched  the  eyes,  the  face, 

Of  this  his  son, 

As  lip-formed  word  and  sentence 

Etched  the  scene  of  night  before 

Into  his  soul. 

The  boy  paused, 

Waiting  for  his  father's  word 

Of  judgment. 

The  words  were  measured,  weighted,  slow: 

This  is  of  God, 

Yes,  go!  By  all  means,  go! 


*From  S.   Dilworth  Young,   The  Long  Road   .   .    .  from   Vermont 
to  Carthage;  Bookcraft,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  1967;  pages  30-31.  Used 
by  permission. 
Library  File  Reference:  SMITH.  JOSEPH— REVELATION. 
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All  Bore  Witness 

by  Elder  Delhert  L.  Stapley  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 


I  have  heard  Church  youth  ask: 
"How  do  we  know  there  is  a  God, 
a  Christ,  prophets,  a  life  after 
death,  and  that  man  did  not  evolve 
from  some  lower  form  of  life?" 

Wickedness  and  the  powers  of 
evil  and  darkness  in  the  world  are 
destroying  the  faith  of  youth; 
therefore,  they  cause  deep  concern 
to  Church  leaders  at  all  levels. 
They  recognize  the  designing  ef- 
forts of  corrupting  men  and  women 
to  confuse  youth,  many  of  whom 
are  being  led  "carefully  down  to 
hell"  by  persons  President  J. 
Reuben  Clark,  Jr.,  referred  to  as 
"doubt  casters." 

These  "doubt  casters"  include: 

The  Skeptic — whose  main  effort  is  to  question 
and  discredit  accepted  and  divinely  revealed  truth. 

The  Agnostic — ^who  feels  no  religious  certainty 
is  possible  and  accepts  no  proof  or  disproof  of  the 
existence  of  God  as  being  valid. 

The  Atheist — who  does  not  believe  in  the  exis- 
tence of  any  sort  of  divinity. 

The  Doubter — who  most  often  shows  uncertainty 
toward  beliefs  already  promulgated  and  sows  doubts 
in  the  hearts  of  believers. 

Regardless  of  the  definition,  persons  who  teach 
false  doctrines  and  labor  to  destroy  the  faith  of 
earnest  believers  are  to  be  avoided.  The  intended 
victims  should  strive  to  obtain  correct  information 
and  guidance  through  diligent  study  and   prayer. 

The  Son  of  God   Born  on  Earth 

Solomon  the  Wise  said:  "Remember  now  thy 
Creator  in  the  days  of  thy  youth,  while  the  evil  days 
come  not.  .  .  ."  (Ecclesiastes  12:1.) 

Today  there  are  many  voices  challenging  the 
standards  of  behavior  revealed  by  God  through  his 
prophets.  These  false  teachings  are  disturbing  the 
faith  of  youth  and  upsetting  their  moral  values  and 
ethical  practices,  which  are  so  meaningful  for  fruit- 
ful, joyous,  and  happy  living. 

The  reality  of  God  and  his  son  Jesus  Christ  can 


For  Course  16,  lesson  2  (September  20),  "What  Is  My  Relation- 
ship with  God?"  for  Course  18,  lesson  4  (October  4),  "The  Believing 
Heart";  for  Course  26.  lesson  6  (September  20),  "What  Is  a  Testi- 
mony?" for  Course  28,  lessons  4  and  11  (September  27,  November 
22),  "The  Testimony  of  Witnesses"  and  "Parental  Concern";  to 
support  family  home  evening  lesson  6;   and  of  general  interest. 


be  established  beyond  contradic- 
tion by  scripture  and  eyewitness 
testimonies  of  men  of  unquestion- 
able character. 
Paul  said: 

.  .  .  In  the  mouth  of  two  or  three 
witnesses  shall  every  word  be  es- 
tablished. (2  Corinthians  13:1.) 

Jesus,  speaking  to  his  apostles, 
said: 

.  .  ,  For  there  is  nothing  covered, 
that  shall  not  be  revealed;  and  hid, 
that  shall  not  be  known. 

What  I  tell  you  in  darkness, 
that  speak  ye  in  light:  and  what 
you  hear  in  the  ear,  that  preach  ye 
upon  the  housetops.  (Matthew  10:26,  27.) 

This  is  in  line  with  the  statement  made  in  Amos: 

Surely  the  Lord  God  will  do  nothing,  but  he 
revealeth  his  secret  unto  his  servants  the  prophets. 
(Amos  3:7.) 

Hear  the  witnessses  who  have  foretold  the  com- 
ing of  Christ,  his  life  and  mission  upon  both  hemis- 
pheres, and  his  subsequent  appearances  to  his  dis- 
ciples on  both  continents  following  his  resurrection. 
Heed  their  testimonies  and  let  your  faith  be  unwav- 
ering and  strong. 

The  Prophet  Isaiah  testified:  "Behold,  a  virgin 
shall  conceive,  and  bear  a  son."  (Isaiah  7:14.)  And 
later  he  said  that  Jesus  would  come  forth  "out  of 
the  stem  of  Jesse."   (Isaiah  11:1.) 

Micah  prophesied: 

But  thou,  Bethlehem  Ephratah  .  .  .  out  of  thee 
shall  he  come  forth  unto  me  that  is  to  be  ruler  in 
Israel;  whose  goings  forth  have  been  from  of  old, 
from  everlasting.  (Micah  5:2.) 

The  birth  of  Christ  occurred  as  foretold  and  as 
recorded  in  Matthew   1:18-21   and   Luke   1:26-42. 
Speaking  of  Jesus,  Isaiah  said: 

And  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  shall  rest  upon  him 
.  .  .  and  shall  make  him  of  quick  understanding  in 
the  fear  of  the  Lord:  and  he  shall  not  judge  after  the 
sight  of  his  eyes,  neither  reprove  after  the  hearing  of 
his  ears: 
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But  with  righteousness  shall  he  judge  the  poor, 
and  reprove  with  equity  for  the  meek  of  the 
earth.  ... 

And  righteousness  shall  be  the  girdle  of  his  loins, 
and  faithfulness  the  girdle  of  his  reins.  (Isaiah  11: 
2-5.) 

At  the  very  onset  of  the  Savior's  ministry,  God 
the  Father  bore  witness  of  his  divine  nature  when  he 
declared  from  the  heavens:  "Thou  art  my  beloved 
Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased."  (Mark  1:11.) 

His  ministry  seems  not  to  be  questioned  by  even 
the  most  vocal  of  all  the  "doubt  casters,"  but  they 
would  reduce  his  status  to  that  of  a  great  teacher. 
What  credence  can  we  give  such  persons?  In  the 
face  of  facts  and  the  reality  of  the  prophets  testify- 
ing to  the  actuality  of  the  Savior,  such  statements 
should  be  rejected  by  all  right-thinking,  faithful 
saints. 

Witnesses  to  the  Divinity  of  Jesus 

The  greatest  believable  witnesses,  the  apostles 
whom  he  had  chosen  and  was  closely  associated  with, 
testify  of  the  Savior's  life,  ministry,  death,  and  res- 
urrection. These  events  were  also  foretold  by  the 
ancient  prophets  and  those  who  saw  the  Savior  after 
his  resurrection.  All  bore  witness  of  these  factual 
events. 

Prior  to  the  resurrection,  Jesus  Christ  taught  his 
disciples  not  to  be  deceived,  and  said: 

For  false  Christs  and  false  prophets  shall  rise,  and 
shall  shew  signs  and  wonders,  to  seduce,  if  it  were 
possible,  even  the  elect.  (Mark  13:22.) 

The  four  Gospels  reveal  to  us  that  after  his  res- 
urrection Jesus  appeared  to  Mary  Magdalene;  he  ap- 
peared to  two  of  his  disciples  on  the  way  to  Emmaus; 
he  appeared  also  to  ten  of  the  apostles  in  the  closed 
room  at  Jerusalem;  at  other  times  he  appeared  to 
the  eleven;  later,  to  seven  of  the  apostles  at  the  sea 
of  Tiberias;  and  still  later  to  500  brethren  at  once; 
then  to  the  eleven  at  the  Mount  of  Olives.  There, 
on  the  Mount  of  Olives,  "after  the  Lord  had  spoken 
unto  them,  he  was  received  up  into  heaven,  and  sat 
on  the  right  hand  of  God."  (Mark  16:19.) 

After  his  death  on  the  cross  and  his  resurrection 
Jesus  Christ  appeared  on  the  American  continent. 
Many  references  in  3  Nephi  show  that  he  stood  in 
the  midst  of  multitudes,  inviting  them  to  come  for- 
ward and  feel  the  prints  of  the  nails  in  his  hands  and 
feet,  and  the  wound  in  his  side.  He  chose  twelve  to 
be  his  disciples  and  commissioned  them  to  preach 
unto  the  people  and  establish  his  kingdom  among 
them.  These  men  did  as  they  were  commissioned  of 
the  Lord  and  bore  an  unimpeachable  witness  to  his 
existence  and  his  divinity. 


Latter-day  Witnesses 

In  these  latter  days,  in  answer  to  fervent  prayer, 
the  Savior  and  God  the  Father  appeared  in  person 
to  the  boy  Joseph  Smith  in  the  Sacred  Grove,  New 
York  State.  Later  the  Savior  again  appeared  to 
Joseph  Smith,  Oliver  Cowdery,  and  Martin  Harris. 

On  February  16,  1832,  while  Joseph  Smith  and 
Sidney  Rigdon  prayerfully  sought  answers  to  ques- 
tions concerning  the  dead,  "the  Lord  touched  the 
eyes"  of  their  understanding  and  they  saw  the  glory 
of  the  Son  on  the  right  hand  of  God.  After  behold- 
ing this  glorious  vision,  they  bore  this  witness: 

And  now,  after  the  many  testimonies  which  have 
been  given  of  him,  this  is  the  testimony,  last  of  all, 
which  we  give  of  him:  That  he  lives! 

For  we  saw  him,  even  on  the  right  hand  of  God; 
and  we  heard  the  voice  bearing  record  that  he  is  the 
Only  Begotten  of  the  Father — (Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants 76:22,  23.) 

This  testimony  burned  within  the  soul  of  Joseph 
Smith  even  after  the  soil  of  Carthage  was  soaked  and 
hallowed  by  his  blood — a  martyr  to  God's  cause 
and  work. 

The  Apostle  Paul  wisely  said: 

For  where  a  testament  is,  there  must  also  of 
necessity  be  the  death  of  the  testator. 

For  a  testament  is  of  force  after  men  are  dead: 
otherwise  it  is  of  no  strength  at  all  while  the  testator 
liveth.  (Hebrews  9:16,  17.) 

The  evidence  is  clear,  the  testimony  conclusive, 
that  the  life  of  Christ  was  foretold.  He  lived  accord- 
ing to  the  predictions  of  the  prophets  of  God.  He 
was  crucified,  resurrected,  and  appeared  to  many. 

Hold  Fast  to  the  Iron  Rod 

A  knowledge  of  God  and  Jesus  Christ  and  the 
gospel  plan  is  necessary  for  the  attainment  of  eternal 
life. 

We  are  the  offspring  of  Deity  and  therefore  eter- 
nal in  nature,  as  God  is  eternal.  There  is  a  future 
beyond  mortal  life.  This  being  true,  we  must  pre- 
pare for  that  future  if  we  want  eternal  happiness. 
Each  of  us  must  follow  the  righteous  course  to 
achieve  this  goal.  The  Savior  said:  "I  am  the  way, 
the  truth,  and  the  life:  no  man  cometh  unto  the 
Father,  but  by  me."  (John  14:6.) 

God  created  man  in  his  own  image  and  likeness. 
Christ  is  in  the  express  image  of  his  Father's  person. 
Our  first  mortal  parents,  Adam  and  Eve,  were  so 
created.  Like  produces  like.  It  was  so  from  the  be- 
ginning. A  horse  has  always  been  a  horse  and  so 
will  its  offspring  be.  The  same  can  be  said  of  all 
animal  life  and   all   other  forms   of  living   things. 

{Concluded  on  page  319.) 
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The  Book  of  Mormon  Is  Relevant  Today — Third  in  a  Series 


MAGNIFICENT 
MISCELLANY 


by  Neal  A.  Maxwell 


The  Book  of  Mormon's  millennium  of  religious 
history  inevitably  gives  us  data  on  a  variety  of  topics. 
Some  of  these  insights  are  tersely  stated  but  are 
wise  concepts  or  observations  growing  out  of  the 
ecclesiastical  experience  of  Book  of  Mormon  prophets. 
It  is  vital  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  Book  of  Mormon 
gives  the  reader  unvarnished  slices  of  real  life,  which 
careful  editors  were  inspired  to  pass  on;  their  choices 
were  not  random  choices.  And  therein  lies  the  rele- 
vancy of  this  book  for  our  time. 

Notice,  for  instance,  the  impHcations  of  just 
part  of  a  descriptive  sentence  about  Morianton, 
an  ancient  Jaredite  king:  "And  he  did  do  justice 
unto  the  people,  but  not  unto  himself  because  of  his 
many  whoredoms."  (Ether  10:11.) 

How  often  in  life  do  we  see  those  about  us  whose 
treatment  of  others  is  better  than  their  treatment  of 
themselves?  We  need  not  deny  the  genuine  contri- 
butions or  qualities  of  such  individuals,  but  neither 
can  we  help  wondering  what  might  have  been  if  there 
had  not  been  a  fatal  flaw  in  an  outstanding  individ- 
ual's life.  Personality  and  politics  are  entwined,  and 
we  all  bear  the  consequences  of  each  other's  failures. 
It  is  one  thing  to  struggle,  with  some  success,  to 
overcome  our  faults,  however  glacial  the  pace  of  vic- 
tory may  seem;  it  is  another  to  be  cavaUer  and  cal- 
lous in  our  treatment  of  self. 

The  second  great  commandment,  "Love  thy 
neighbour  as  thyself,"  bears  on  our  interrelationships 
— the  ecology  of  esteem:  our  capacity  to  love  God,  to 
love  others,  and  to  value  life  itself.  The  late  President 
David  O.  McKay  gave  us  added  perspective  about 
what  matters:  "No  other  success  can  compensate 
for  failure  in  the  home." 


For  Course  12,  lesson  12  (November  29),  "Key  to  Spiritual 
Growth";  for  Course  14,  lesson  2  (September  20),  ""Meaning  and 
Value  of  Faith";  for  Course  16,  lesson  9  (November  15) ,  "How  Can 
I  Live  More  Abundantly?"  for  Course  28,  lesson  5  (October  4),  "The 
Peoples  of  the  Book  of  Mormon";  and  of  general  interest. 


The  Erosion  of  Spiritual  Experience 

Alma,  in  talking  to  church  members  about  the 
need  for  spiritual  rebirth,  inquires,  "Have  ye  experi- 
enced this  mighty  change  in  your  hearts?"  (Alma 
5:14.)  In  a  significant  amplification  of  that  query 
just  a  few  verses  later  he  continues:  ".  .  .  If  ye  have 
experienced  a  change  of  heart,  and  if  ye  have  felt  to 
sing  the  song  of  redeeming  love,  I  would  ask,  can  ye 
feel  so  now?"  (Alma  5:26.) 

Sin,  and  time  not  well  spent,  can  erode  even 
bright  spiritual  experiences  unless  we  are  constantly 
active  and  growing  spiritually.  Further,  since  our 
feelings  do  ebb  and  flow,  we  need  to  be  experiencing 
the  fruits  of  gospel  living  now,  without  inordinate 
reliance  on  past  experiences  for  present  joy.  Previous 
satisfaction  in  Church  service — isolated  now  by  time 
or  inactivity — is  not  a  sufficient  basis  for  faith  to 
meet  here-and-now  challenges.  Without  "incoming" 
experiences  to  freshly  reinforce  us,  our  faith  is  often 
at  the  mercy  of  our  moods  and  circumstances. 

Reason  and   Inspiration 

Over-reUance  on  reason  alone,  without  the  intelli- 
gent interplay  of  experience  and  inspiration,  can  re- 
produce in  our  lives  today  the  same  skepticism  and 
hubris,  individual  and  cultural,  that  afflicted  the 
Nephite  society  just  before  the  birth  of  Jesus.  Even 
when  "great  signs"  were  given  in  fulfillment  of  earlier 
utterances,  the  skeptics  rationalized  the  impressive 
prophetic  performance  by  saying,  "Some  things  they 
may  have  guessed  right,  among  so  many."  They 
"reasoned"  impertinently  with  regard  to  the  prom- 
ised coming  of  Christ,  "Why  will  he  not  show  himself 
unto  us  as  well  as  to  them  who  shall  be  at  Jerusa- 
lem?" Tying  their  faith  to  geography,  these  Nephite 
skeptics  complained  about  being  asked  to  believe  "in 
some  great  and  marvelous  thing  which  should  come 
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to  pass,  but  not  among  us,  but  in  a  land  which  is 
far  distant,  a  land  which  we  know  not."  (See  Hela- 
man  16.) 

Many  of  us  today  do  the  equivalent  kind  of  "de- 
manding" of  God  as  a  condition  of  our  behef,  re- 
quiring that  He  pass  certain  tests  and  meet  certain 
criteria.  But  back  to  the  main  point  of  this  discus- 
sion: When  some  events  are  unique,  as  was  the 
birth  of  Christ,  experience  cannot  possibly  prepare 
us;  neither  can  reason;  and  only  the  inspiration  of 
God  and  faith  can  save  us. 

Two-Way  Communicafion 

Since  we  count  so  much — in  the  Church  and  in 
our  families — on  two-way  communication,  the  case 
study  of  the  exchange  sf  epistles  between  Moroni 
and  Pahoran  is  clearly  worth  the  few  minutes  it 
takes  to  read  or  reread  Alma,  chapters  60-62. 

In  a  time  of  war  and  turbulence  Moroni  felt  that 
his  political  leader,  Pahoran,  was  letting  him  down; 
that  Pahoran  and  his  associates  in  the  government 
were  guilty  of  "exceeding  great  neglect,"  that  they 
were  carrying  on  the  affairs  of  government  as  if  they 
were  "in  a  state  of  thoughtless  stupor."  Moroni  ex- 
horted the  leaders  to  be  "up  and  doing."  Not  having 


all  the  facts,  Moroni  had  reached  erroneous  conclu- 
sions. The  government  had  been  driven  from  its  head- 
quarters and  had  been  confronted  with  real  insurrec- 
tion. Pahoran  needed  help,  not  threats  and 
misunderstandings;  yet  he  replied  to  Moroni  without 
rancor  and  with  restraint.  Once  two-way  communi- 
cation was  established,  Moroni  understood  the  situa- 
tion and  came  to  rescue  Pahoran. 

How  often  good  people,  in  a  common  cause,  mis- 
understand because  there  is  not  genuine,  two-way 
communication!  It  is  so  easy  to  believe  the  worst  of 
others  and  to  stereotype  them.  Yet  membership  in 
the  kingdom  demands  of  us  that  we  be  discerning; 
and  we  can  discern  not  only  by  inspiration  but  also 

tl^rough  the  flow  of  data — feelings  and  facts. 

/ 

Note  to  Sunday   School  Teachers 

Teachers  may  wish  to  ask  two  or  three  class  members 
to  cite  concepts  or  observations  from  the  Book  of  Mormon 
which  they  have  found  insightful.  These  responses  should 
be  brief,  as  a  way  of  witnessing  the  variety  and  utility  of 
the  book  and  demonstrating  its  relevance  for  the  regular 
reader,  who  is  not  planning  on  long,  scholarly  perusal. 

Teachers  may  also  wish  to  consider  asking  class  mem- 
bers for  validating  examples  in  today's  world  of  the  con- 
cepts developed  above:  being  fair  to  oneself;  adding  con- 
stantly to  one's  storehouse  of  spiritual  experiences;  balancing 
reason,  experience,  and  inspiration  as  ways  of  learning;  and 
maintaining   two-way  communication. 

Library  File  Reference:  BOOK  OF  MORMON— TESTIMONIES. 
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Usually   we  are  grateful  for   big   things,  and   take 
smaller  things  for  granted.    We  do  not  realize  that 
we  must  develop  .  .  . 


The  Habit 
of  Being 
Grateful 


by  Bonnie  J.  Babbel* 

Yesterday  I  purchased  several  yards  of  material 
and  matching  thread  to  make  myself  a  summer  dress. 
As  I  looked  at  the  dazzling  display  of  hundreds  of 
spools  of  thread,  I  was  reminded  of  another  place 
and  another  time,  when  thread  was  scarce  and 
needles  were  treasured. 

I  was  only  three  weeks  old  in  January,  1946, 
when  my  father,  Frederick  W.  Babbel,  was  asked  by 
the  Prophet  of  the  Lord^  to  accompany  Elder  Ezra 
Taft  Benson  on  a  special  mission  to  Europe.  Their 
task  was  to  distribute  relief  supplies  to  the  weary 
saints  in  those  war-torn  lands  and  reestablish  the 
full  Church  program  there. 

Fifteen  months  later  my  father  returned,  his  life 
changed  by  this  experience.  My  life,  too,  has  been 
changed  as  I  have  listened  to  him  tell  of  the  condi- 
tions in  Europe  after  World  War  II.  I  have  become 
more  aware  of  the  abundance  of  good  things  I  enjoy; 
and  I  am  filled  with  gratitude  for  them. 

A  Needle  and  Thread 

"Will  all  little  children  present  who  are  eight 
years  old  or  less  please  come  forward.  I  would  like 
to  give  each  of  them  a  gift." 

Elder  Ezra  Taft  Benson  was  speaking.  He  had 
just  concluded  addressing  over  500  saints  in  the 
once-great  city  of  Hamburg,  Germany.  It  was  spring, 
1946.  Hamburg  was  a  shambles  as  a  result  of  thous- 
ands of  bomber  raids.  Millions  of  people  were  still 
too  dazed  and  weak  from  lack  of  food  to  do  much 


For  Course  3,  general  use  of  November  lessons;  for  Course  10, 
lesson  5  (October  4),  "The  Godhead — ^Learning  through  Our  Experi- 
ences"; for  Course  12,  lesson  7  (October  25),  "Strength  in  the  Face 
of  Adversity";  for  Course  16,  lesson  9  (November  15),  "How  Can  I 
Live  More  Abundantly?"  for  Course  26,  lesson  14  (November  15), 
"A  Father's  Expression  of  Gratitude  to  His  Child";  for  Course  30, 
lesson  8  (November  8),  "A  Worldwide  Church";  to  support  family 
home   evening   lesson    14;    and    of    general    interest. 

*Bonnie  June  Babbel  is  the  daughter  of  Frederick  W.  and  June 
Andrew  Babbel.  She  was  three  weeks  old  when  her  father  was  called 
by  the  First  Presidency  to  accompany  Elder  Ezra  Taft  Benson  on  a 
special  mission  to  Europe.  Bonnie  recently  completed  a  mission  to  the 
New  England  States,  and  is  a  graduate  of  Brigham  Young  University. 

iPresident  George  Albert  Smith.  See  "And  None  Shall  Stay  Them," 
by  Frederick  W.  Babbel;   The  Instructor,  August,  1969,  page  268. 


more  than  walk  listlessly  about  in  rags,  their  faces 
and  bodies  reflecting  the  ravages  of  the  war. 

To  the  front  of  the  large,  bomb-scarred  school 
auditorium  came  about  60  children;  and  they  re- 
ceived gifts  of  candy  bars,  lifesavers,  and  other  sweets 
from  the  first  apostle  to  visit  the  saints  in  Europe 
after  the  recent  holocaust.  As  they  returned  to  their 
parents  several  could  be  heard  to  inquire,  "Mutti 
(Mother),  what  is  this?" 

Imagine,  if  you  will,  children  six  to  eight  years 
old  who  did  not  know  what  a  candy  bar  or  other 
sweets  looked  like!  Incredible?  Not  in  Germany 
after  the  war. 

Elder  Benson  next  invited  all  of  the  mothers  to 
come  forward.  To  each  he  gave  a  bar  of  soap.  As 
this  simple  gift  was  placed  in  their  hands,  some  be- 
gan to  shed  tears  of  gratitude.  Those  present  could 
feel  their  depth  of  appreciation. 

Finally  all  of  the  mothers  who  were  expecting  or 
nursing  children  were  asked  to  come  forward.  They 
came  three  dozen  strong.  To  each  Elder  Benson 
gave  a  large  California  orange.  He  had  managed  to 
get  these  from  a  mess  sergeant  early  that  morning 
as  he  was  leaving  the  nearby  city  of  Bremen.  These 
mothers  could  not  believe  their  good  fortune. 

As  one  of  these  mothers  came  forward  she  spotted 


Art  by  Jerry  Harston. 

"I  know  you  will  share  the  needle  and  thread  with  us." 
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a  spool  of  thread  and  a  needle  which  Elder  Benson 
had  removed  from  his  suitcase  in  the  process  of  un- 
loading from  it  the  items  he  was  distributing.  She 
spoke  to  my  father,  Frederick  W.  Babbel,  who  could 
converse  freely  with  her  in  German  and  was  acting 
as  translator,  and  requested  him  to  ask  Elder  Benson 
whether  she  might  have  the  spool  of  thread  and  the 
needle  instead  of  the  orange.  When  my  father  relayed 
her  request.  Elder  Benson  simply  nodded  his  head, 
too  choked  with  tears  to  speak. 

A  few  moments  later  this  mother  was  on  her 
way  back  to  her  seat  with  her  needle  and  thread.  As 
she  walked  down  the  center  aisle  the  Relief  Society 
president  momentarily  stopped  her  and  said,  "Sister 

,  I  know  you  will  be  willing  to  share  the 

needle  and  thread  with  some  of  the  rest  of  us.  Our 
need  is  as  great  as  yours." 

A  Carpet  of  Flowers 

The  following  day  Elder  Benson  and  my  father 
attended  an  unannounced  meeting  in  the  remains  of 
an  old  schoolhouse  in  Hannover,  Germany.  It  was 
getting  dark  when  they  arrived.  Pieces  of  cardboard 
filled  the  holes  where  windowpanes  had  been.  Im- 
agine their  surprise  to  come  inside  and  find  20  small 
children  standing  on  chairs  on  both  sides  of  the 
center  aisle,  their  arms  filled  with  flowers.  As  Elder 
Benson  and  my  father  proceeded  toward  the  front  of 
the  hall,  the  children  scattered  their  flowers,  and 
he  and  my  father  walked  upon  this  carpet  of  living 
beauty!  They  were  filled  with  emotion  when  they 
began  the  meeting. 

In  a  few  moments  it  began  to  rain.  Strong  winds 
made  it  necessary  to  close  the  shutters.  Without 
windows  to  let  in  some  outside  light,  they  continued 
the  meeting  in  almost  total  darkness.   But  the  hasti- 


ly formed  choir  sang  with  such  spirit  and  enthusiasm 
that  the  darkness  seemed  to  disappear. 

Potato  Peelings— $100  a  Bushel 

As  young  people  today  we  see  frequent  headlines 
of  malcontent,  crime,  war,  and  hatred.  Radio  and 
television  continuously  present  reports  and  programs 
that  portray  the  confusion  and  bitterness  which  seem 
almost  ready  to  engulf  us.  We  need  more  evidence 
of  love,  kindness,  appreciation,  and  gratitude. 

Even  today,  as  I  peel  potatoes  and  throw  the 
skins  away,   I   remember  ... 

Elder  Benson  and  my  father  were  meeting  with 
Church  members  in  Saarbruken,  Germany — then 
in  the  French  Zone  of  occupation.  The  saints  had 
tried  for  weeks  to  secure  a  slice  or  two  of  bread  in 
order  that  they  might  partake  of  the  sacrament. 
Since  bread  was  impossible  to  obtain  at  that  time, 
they  finally  decided  to  use  potato  peelings  in  place 
of  bread.  They  had  to  pay  the  equivalent  of  $100  a 
bushel  for  such  peelings — without  the  potatoes. 
Elder  Benson  later  assured  them  he  was  certain  that 
the  Lord  accepted  of  their  offering. 

To  Be  Grateful 

It  is  easy  to  be  grateful  for  big  things,  but  often 
we  overlook  the  little  things — not  realizing  that  it 
is  the  HABIT  of  being  grateful  that  we  need  to 
develop. 

How  often  my  father  reminds  our  family  of  one 
of  the  sweetest  promises  given  by  the  Lord: 

And  he  who  receiveth  all  things  with  thankful- 
ness shall  be  made  glorious;  and  the  things  of  this 
earth  shall  be  added  unto  him,  even  an  hundred  fold, 
yea,  more.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  78:19.) 


Library  File  Reference :  GRATITUDE ;  TRIBULATIONS  ;  WAR. 


ALL   BORE   WITNESS        (Concluded  from  page  S15.) 

Wouldn't  one  feel  more  noble  and  important  to  know 
and  have  the  assurance  that  he  was  created  in  the 
image  of  his  Creator,  Father,  and  God? 

The  Savior  taught:  "If  we  receive  the  witness  of 
men,  the  witness  of  God  is  greater."  (1  John  5:9.) 
How  can  man  imagine  in  his  heart  that  he  is  more 
knowledgeable  and  wise  than  his  Creator? 

When  men  question  our  Heavenly  Father's  teach- 
ings, purposes,  and  judgments,  they  are  assuming  a 
position  for  which  they  will  be  held  accountable  in 
the  day  of  judgment,  and  this  position  of  error  will 
turn  to  their  condemnation. 

We  cannot  be  happy  unless  we  follow  the  gospel 


plan  of  living  all  the  days  of  our  mortal  existence. 
How  important  it  is  to  hold  fast  to  the  iron  rod  as 
envisioned  by  Father  Lehi!  People  may  differ  about 
doctrine,  but  they  cannot  deny  the  testimony  of 
the  Spirit. 

Yes,  God  called  prophets  from  the  very  beginning 
through  whom  he  revealed  his  mind  and  will  con- 
cerning his  children. 

May  these  truths  and  testimonies  be  firmly  im- 
planted in  the  minds  of  all  Church  members.  Your 
own  testimony  will  become  stronger  with  the  knowl- 
edge "that  He  lives!" 


Library    File     Reference:     APOSTASY;     JESUS     CHRIST— DIVINITY ; 
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When  a  teacher  cares  enough  about  a  student 

to  focus  the  lesson  activity  so  that  it  will  help  him  change 

his  behavior  for  the  better,  he  is  .  .  . 

INDIVIDUALIZING" 


Junior  Sunday  School 


by  Ethna  R.  Reid 

Teachers  talk  a  great  deal  about  "individualizing" 
instruction. 

Although  educational  studies  have  not  indicated 
ideal  class  size  except  in  certain  situations,  it  has 
been  assumed  that  a  teacher  is  most  effective  when 
teaching  one  student  and  is  half  as  effective  when 
teaching  two  students.  It  is  believed,  however,  that 
a  teacher  can  teach  individuals  even  though  they  are 
present  in  a  group. 

"Individualizing"  means  caring  enough  about  a 
student  to  focus  a  lesson  activity  so  that  it  will  help 
him  change  his  behavior  for  the  better.  And  each 
student  is  as  important  to  the  teacher  as  any  other 
student  in  the  class.  Every  individual  is  precious  in 
the  sight  of  God. 

But  how  does  a  Sunday  School  teacher  teach  an 
individual?  How  does  he  divide  his  45-minute  les- 
son among  12  individuals?  How  does  he  do  some- 
thing different  for  each  child  in  class? 

Six  Children 

Let  me  introduce  six  children.  These  are  not 
imaginary  children.  They  all  reside  in  the  same  ward. 
They  are  only  six  of  a  hundred  children  in  the  ward. 
What  can  the  Sunday  School  teacher  do  to  make  his 
lessons  answer  each  one's  needs?  And  how  can  the 
teacher,  the  coordinator,  and  the  superintendent 
assist  the  home  teacher  with  the  children  if  called 
upon  to  do  so? 

Kathy's  father  has  been  inactive  for  years.  Her 
older  brothers  have  been  in  trouble  for  minor  infrac- 
tions at  school  and  with  the  law.  None  of  them  at- 
tended church  meetings  regularly  until  the  bishop 
challenged  the  father  to  become  active  to  help  save 
his  family.  He  accepted  the  challenge;  the  family 
members  are  attending  regularly;  but  Kathy  has 
missed  many  months  of  instruction  in  gospel  train- 
ing at  home  and  at  Sunday  School. 

John  is  not  a  member  of  the  Church,  nor  are  his 
parents,  but  they  encourage  him  to  attend  the  Lat- 
ter-day Saint  Sunday  School.  He  talks  about  the 
President  of  "our"  Church,  and  the  importance  of 
the  priesthood  in  "our"  lives.  When  the  lessons  on 
baptism  were  discussed,  however,  he  told  the  class 
members  that  he  was  already  baptized,  and  that 
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"anyway,  you  don't  have  to  be  baptized  by  immer- 
sion." He  continues  to  attend  regularly. 

Sally  and  Jane,  sisters,  are  not  allowed  to  attend 
Junior  Sunday  School  regularly,  and  they  cannot 
hope  to  be  baptized  in  the  Church  until  they  become 
older.  Their  parents,  once  active  members,  attend  a 
popular  Protestant  church  and  occasionally  take  their 
daughters  with  them.  Sally  began  attending  Junior 
Sunday  School  when  she  was  three.  Her  mother  vis- 
ited the  worship  service  and  Sally's  class,  and  she 
was  disturbed  at  the  noise  in  the  class  and  the  "unor- 
ganized" lessons.  A  boy  who  sat  in  class  by  Sally  de- 
lighted in  pinching  her,  and  Sally  began  to  balk  at 
going  to  Sunday  School.  When  Jane  was  knocked 
down  by  an  older  child  one  Sunday,  the  parents  de- 
cided their  daughters  did  not  need  to  attend  Sunday 
School  again  unless  they  wished  to.  They  also  de- 
cided that  the  daughters  need  not  be  baptized  until 
they  were  "mature  enough  to  decide  for  themselves." 

Jill  has  attended  Sunday  School  regularly,  even 
though  she  and  her  parents  have  moved  from  city 
to  city  two  or  three  times  a  year.  She  has  learned 
from  her  parents  and  teachers  to  love  the  gospel. 
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When  her  new  teacher  checked  and  found  that  Jill 
had  had  her  eighth  birthday  but  her  parents  had 
not  set  a  baptism  date,  she  prepared  a  special  lesson 
on  the  importance  of  baptism.  After  the  Sunday 
School  lesson  on  baptism,  Jill's  mother  met  the 
teacher  at  sacrament  meeting  and  said,  "I  don't 
know  what  happened,  but  Jill  is  insisting  she  be 
baptized.  We  thought  we'd  wait  until  we  were  back 
to  our  home  town  for  a  visit,  but  she  says  she  feels 
at  home  here  and  wants  to  be  baptized  now." 

Tom  is  an  unhappy  child.  His  father  is  a  member 
of  the  Church,  and  he  wants  his  son  to  become  active 
so  he  will  be  able  to  be  baptized  and  hold  the  priest- 
hood. His  father,  however,  never  finds  time  for  gos- 
pel discussions,  family  night,  or  prayer  in  the  home. 
Tom's  mother  is  not  a  member  of  the  Church,  and 
she  has  never  attended  Sunday  School. 

How  Does  "Individualizing"  Occur? 

These  are  only  six  of  many  children  for  whom 
the  teacher,  the  coordinator,  and  the  chorister  must 
"individualize"  the  Junior  Sunday  School  program. 

How  does  individualizing  occur? 

Coordinators  and  teachers  first  get  acquainted 
with  the  child  and  his  family  and  then  inventory  the 
instructional  needs  implied  by  his  background.  In- 
formation about  the  child  can  be  obtained  from  the 
coordinator,  former  teachers,  informal  conversations 
with  the  parents  and  the  child  at  Sunday  School  and 
sacrament  meeting,  and  in  personal  visits  to  the  home 
by  appointment.  In  preparing  for  a  home  visit  the 
teacher  should  know  the  child's  name,  address,  and 
telephone  number;  the  names,  marital  status,  and 
interests  of  his  parents;  and  ages  of  siblings.  From 
the  child  and  his  parents  the  teacher  can  find  out 
about  the  child's  physical  capacity  (limits  of  activ- 
ity, any  special  problems),  past  Sunday  School  ac- 
tivity, friends,  and  keen  interests. 

To  use  the  information  gained  to  individuahze  a 
lesson,  preview  all  lessons  well  in  advance  of  their 
presentation.  Respect  differences  in  children's  per- 
sonal circumstances  and  home  values.  Emphasize  the 
children's  needs  rather  than  judging  the  adults  with 
whom  they  Hve.  (Do  not  belittle  an  adult's  actions; 
rather  emphasize  fulfillment  that  will  come  to  the 
child  through  keeping  a  commandment.) 

Another  opportunity  to  individualize  occurs  when 
a  lesson  is  about  a  family  member  not  present  in  a 
child's  home.  For  example,  in  presenting  the  Course 
4  lesson  "My  Father  Loves  Me  and  Plans  for  Me," 
if  one  child's  father  is  not  in  the  home  because  of  di- 
vorce, death,  or  business  reasons,  refer  to  the  per- 
son in  that  child's  home  who  is  taking  the  father's 
role  (foster  father,  stepfather,  temporary  father, 
grandfather,  older  brother,  uncle,  or  mother).  Make 


the  substitute  in  his  home  as  important  to  the  child 
as  fathers  are  in  homes  where  they  are  present. 
Adapt  personal  references  for  differing  circumstances. 
Assessment  of  children's  needs  also  takes  place 
during  a  Sunday  School  lesson.  A  teacher  who  in- 
dividualizes instruction  checks  for  understanding 
throughout  the  lesson  presentation.  He  does  this  in 
a  variety  of  ways: 

During  Oral  Questioning: 

1.  Have  the  children  complete  a  form  (verbally 
or  in  writing).  Ask  thought-provoking  questions 
rather  than  expecting  "pat"  answers.  For  instance: 

What  would  be  the  next  step? 

What  do  you  think should  do? 

What  would  you  do  in  this  situation? 

How  might  things  have  turned  out  if  ? 


2.  Have  the  children  relate  incidents  in  their 
own  lives  which  illustrate  a  concept. 

3.  Make  three  statements.  Have  the  children 
choose  the  one  appropriate  to  the  concept  or  one 
contrary  to  the  concept. 

4.  Prepare  a  series  of  pictures  or  flannelboard 
figures,  or  relate  verbally  a  familiar  sequence,  leav- 
ing out  one  item.  For  example,  describe  a  child  pre- 
paring for  bed.  Include  all  the  major  acts  of  getting 
ready  but  omit  the  bedtime  prayer.  Or  have  a  child 
divide  something  and  give  you  a  portion.  Accept  it 
but  leave  out  the  "thank  you."  Ask,  "What  is  miss- 
ing?" 

5.  Have  the  children  tell  what  they  will  do 
or  can  do  during  the  week  which  will  demonstrate 
that  they  understand  the  major  concept  of  the  les- 
son, such  as  loving  their  neighbors. 

6.  Help  the  children  compose  their  class  prayers. 
After  a  lesson  on  gratitude  for  water,  for  instance, 
help  the  children  verbalize  a  prayer  on  thanks  for 
water  in  the  world. 

7.  Create  a  situation  in  which  children  are  ex- 
pected to  solve  problems.  For  example,  provide 
three  toys  to  five  children.  Ask  how  they  would 
solve  the  problem  of  sharing  the  toys.  Use  the  same 
situation  and  have  another  group  act  it  out.  Involve 
different  children  to  act  out  several  ways  of  solving 
a  problem.  Each  time  ask,  "Is  there  another  way?" 
Have  the  children  react  physically  as  well  as  ver- 
bally. Let  them  demonstrate  their  own  solutions  (as 
well  as  those  suggested  by  you).  Discuss  whether 
each  was  an  appropriate  solution.  Why  or  why  not? 

8.  Challenge  the  children  to  pledge  to  carry  out 
an  objective. 

9.  Stimulate  the  children  to  compare  their  own 
experiences  to  those  described  in  the  lesson. 

{Concluded  on  page  323.) 
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As  a  boy  I  accepted  correction 
and  criticism  because  I  had  .  .  . 


FAITH  IN 

MOTHER'S 

DISCIPLINE 


by  Henry  Bennion  Eyring 


The  last  time  I  talked  with  my  mother  I  asked  for 
her  disapproval.  She  was  propped  up  in  bed,  work- 
ing on  a  needlepoint  for  me  that  she  never  finished. 
She  had  cancer.  We  talked  about  her  illness,  our 
family,  the  needlepoint,  and  then  I  asked:  "Haven't 
you  got  some  suggestions  to  make?  Surely  you  can 
see  mistakes  I'm  making  or  things  I  ought  to  do. 
How  about  it?" 

She  didn't  look  up  from  sewing.  "No,"  she  said, 
"I  think  you're  doing  fine."  She  smiled  and  so  did  I, 
but  I  felt  disappointed.  I  felt  let  down  not  to  get 
her  criticism. 

Why  should  anyone  want  to  be  corrected?  Like 
most  people  I  feel  a  hot  flush  come  up  my  neck, 
right  behind  the  ears,  whenever  someone  tries  to 
straighten  me  out,  be  it  my  priesthood  leader  or 
my  son.  And  yet  Mother's  discipline,  dealt  out  in 
tones  as  firm  as  I've  ever  heard,  seldom  brought  that 
flash  of  rebellion  I  still  feel  when  someone  else  cor- 
rects me.  Why? 

I  think  the  answer  is  hidden  in  another  picture 
in  my  memory.  It  has  been  so  many  years,  I  remem- 
ber it  only  as  if  it  were  a  snapshot.  I  am  standing  at 
the  corner  of  the  house  in  Princeton,  New  Jersey. 
It  is  summer,  a  Saturday,  and  I  think  in  the  morn- 
ing. My  brother  and  I  have  finished  some  chore — 
I  cannot  remember  what  it  was,  but  I  remember 
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at  the  time  of  her  passing. 
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the  righteous  feeling  I  had.  And  the  picture  I  re- 
member is  Mother's  face  just  after  I  had  asked 
if  we  could  spend  the  money  we  had  been  given  for 
the  chore  to  go  to  a  movie  that  afternoon. 

She  paused,  then  said,  "You  certainly  can,  if 
that's  the  way  you  want  to  waste  your  time  and 
money."  A  feeling  of  disappointment  flowed  over  me, 
and  I  remember  thinking,  "Now  she's  made  it  so  I 
can't  go." 

Even  then  I  knew  two  things  about  Mother.  For 
me  they  never  changed.  First,  she  knew  what 
she  was  talking  about.  If  she  thought  going  to  that 
movie  at  the  Playhouse  Theatre  was  foolish,  then 
it  was.  I  did  not  decide  I  could  not  go  because  it 
would  displease  her,  but  because  I  felt  some  calam- 
ity, unknown  to  me,  must  await  me  there.  I  have 
no  idea  whether  it  was  a  bad  movie  or  whether  we 
needed  to  save  the  money,  nor  did  I  then.  I  was 
just  sure  she  knew  what  would  make  me  unhappy. 

Second,  I  knew  that  Mother  put  my  welfare 
ahead  of  her  own.  I  did  not  wonder  whether  she  had 
crushed  my  movie  idea  so  that  she  would  not  have 
to  take  me  or  pick  me  up  or  to  assert  herself  or  to 
work  off  her  aggression.  I  knew  it  would  be  bad  for 
me  if  I  went. 

Mother  wasn't  perfect,  but  she  seemed  perfect  to 
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me  in  one  thing.  You  could  believe  in  her  discipline. 
That  faith  made  you  accept  it — in  fact,  almost  seek 
it.  When  she  said  you  were  wrong  it  had  a  special 
meaning.  It  was  not  just  that  you  had  broken  her 
rules  or  disappointed  her.  You  knew  you  had  done 
something  that  would  hurt  you  unless  you  repented. 
Any  discipline  that  works  must  rest  squarely  on 
that  faith.  Discipline  without  that  faith  creates  re- 
bellion, and  then  the  need  for  more  discipline,  and 
then  again  rebellion,  in  a  never-ending  cycle. 

How  can  parents  create  faith  in  their  discipline? 
We  cannot  be  right  all  the  time,  and  none  of  us  are 
totally  unselfish.  And  yet,  if  you  will  think  of  just 
today,  you  will  see  opportunities  to  build  that  faith 
in  your  children.  How  often  have  you  said  to  a  child, 
"Don't  do  that,  it  might .  .  ."  and  then  filled  in  some 
dire  consequence  that  even  the  youngest  child  knows 
is  exaggerated? 

How  often  have  you  asserted  you  knew  something 
to  make  a  point  in  a  discussion,  and  then  had  both 
you  and  your  children  find  you  were  wrong?  With  a 
little  restraint,  could  you  be  more  credible? 

How  often  are  your  commands   and   discipline 


used  to  ease  your  own  headache,  to  free  up  your 
morning  for  tennis  or  shopping,  or  to  get  behavior 
which  will  bring  credit  to  you  as  a  parent?  Could  it 
be  used  more  to  get  behavior  that  will  make  your 
child  happy  with  himself? 

Children  do  not  expect  perfection.  But  they  must 
believe  that  discipline  comes  from  real  understanding 
and  real  unselfishness,  at  least  most  of  the  time.  A 
child  can  count  on  that  best  when  he  knows  his 
parents  accept  discipline  themselves. 

I  have  just  looked  into  that  room  where  Mother 
and  I  had  our  last  talk.  There  are  three  pictures 
grouped  on  the  wall,  all  of  Jesus.  Mother  never  talked 
much  about  the  Savior,  But  I  felt  she  knew  him. 
That  made  it  easier  to  give  her  the  benefit  of  the 
doubt.  Maybe  she  did  not  always  know  what  was 
best,  and  maybe  she  did  not  always  put  me  ahead  of 
herself.  But  I  do  not  remember  a  time  when  I  was 
willing  to  take  a  chance  on  it.  I  knew  too  well  where 
she  got  both  her  understanding  and  her  compassion. 

I  wish  she  had  corrected  me  one  more  time. 
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During   Nonverbal  Activities: 

1.  Let  the  children  choose  from  among  pictures 
or  flannelboard  figures  an  answer  to  a  question.  For 
example,  during  the  lesson  in  Course  4,  "Deacons  Are 
Helpers,"  have  the  children  select  from  pictures  of  a 
variety  of  activities  those  which  are  a  deacon's  re- 
sponsibilities. 

2.  Watch  for  natural  reactions  of  the  children, 
such  as  smiles  and  nodding  of  heads. 

3.  Present  a  situation  and  a  possible  solution  to 
it.  Have  a  child  hold  up  a  card  with  a  happy  face 
pictured  on  it,  if  a  correct  way  of  solving  the  problem 
is  given,  or  hold  up  a  card  with  a  sad  face  on  it  if  the 
solution  is  not  appropriate.  Or  let  the  children  point 
to  a  happy  or  sad  face  on  a  flannelboard  or  chalk 
tray, 

4.  Teach  "every-pupil-response"  techniques  to 
the  children.  Provide  "yes"  and  "no"  cards  or  cards 
of  different  colors  to  represent  "yes"  and  "no"  or 
"true"  and  "false."  Teach  children  to  hold  up  one 
hand  or  two  hands,  fold  or  unfold  their  arms,  for 
differing  answers. 

5.  Help  the  children  pantomime  responses  or 
demonstrate  an  act  described  in  the  lesson.  For  ex- 
ample, in  a  lesson  about  kindness  to  animal  friends 
let  the  children  pantomime  how  they  would  take 


care  of  a  kitten.  Or  bring  a  stuffed  animal  for  them 
to  use  as  they  demonstrate. 

6.  Let  the  children  use  silent  face  and  hand 
actions  related  to  the  action  of  the  story  (looking, 
hearing,  listening,  laughing,  etc.). 

7.  Encourage  the  children  to  draw  pictures 
that  will  illustrate  behavior  to  be  achieved  dur- 
ing the  week.  In  the  Course  5  lesson  "Our  Heav- 
enly Father's  Kingdom  Is  Founded  upon  Love,"  the 
children  are  asked  to  draw  themselves  praying.  The 
pictures  they  draw  will  show  the  teacher  when,  how, 
and  where  the  child  sees  himself  carrying  out  this 
behavior. 

Such  techniques  will  indicate  to  the  teacher  what 
each  child  has  learned  about  the  gospel  principle 
being  taught.  If  he  does  not  demonstrate  that  he 
has  learned,  then  the  teacher  can  provide  additional 
practice  time,  prompting  him  as  needed  and  fading 
prompts  as  the  child  is  able  to  demonstrate  mastery. 

If  a  teacher  and  coordinator  develop  techniques 
for  individualizing  the  Sunday  School  program 
for  their  students,  then  the  Church  will  be  rewarded 
by  the  valuable  service  these  children  will  soon  offer, 
and  they  in  turn  will  receive  eternal  blessings  for 
their  service.  If  the  students  are  not  taught,  both 
they  and  the  Church  will  be  deprived  of  these  great 
blessings. 
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When   I   realized    that    my   parents    and    religious 

teachers  had  inculcated  into  my  thinking  an  unfair 

attitude  toward  Jesus  Christ  ... 

I  HAD  A 

DESIRE 

TO  PRAY 


by  Joel  N.  Janis* 

I  grew  up  in  a  good  home  and  throughout  my 
youth  was  exposed  to  the  traditions  of  Judaism  and 
sound  moral  principles.  I  believed  in  God  and 
prayed  to  him,  especially  when  I  needed  help  with 
a  problem. 

In  1953  I  entered  college,  and  while  majoring  in 
zoology  I  replaced  my  faith  in  God  with  faith  in 
science.  Whatever  communication  I  had  enjoyed 
with  God  our  Father  ceased  at  that  time. 

Four  years  later  I  entered  dental  school  in  San 
Francisco  and  became  very  friendly  with  a  group 
of  Mormon  students.  I  found  that  I  had  much  in 
common  with  them.  Up  to  that  time  I  had  heard 
vaguely  of  the  Mormon  Church  but  had  never  known 
any  members.  One  of  these  students  was  Elmer  Lar- 
sen  from  Hyrum,  Utah,  who  became  a  good  friend. 
Elmer  tried  to  explain  that  he  was  an  Israelite  also. 
He  told  me  many  other  things  about  his  religion, 
but  I  only  listened  politely  without  really  hearing 
what  he  said.  I  felt  loyal  to  my  heritage  and  that 
all  Christianity  was  wrong.  I  viewed  the  Mormon 
Church  as  part  of  Protestant  Christianity.  Obvious- 
ly, I  wasn't  listening  to  Elmer  very  carefully. 

A  Lack  of  Direction 

This  took  place  in  1957;  and  it  wasn't  until  1965, 
eight  years  later,  that  my  wife  and  I  decided  there 
was  a  lack  of  direction  in  our  lives  and  an  emptiness 
in  our  material  goals  which  we  thought  might  be  filled 
by  religion.  We  thought  of  studying  Judaism  but 
felt  that  our  answer  didn't  lie  there.  Generally  speak- 
ing, our  experiences  in  Judaism  had  left  us  with  the 
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*Joel  N.  Janis  is  a  practicing  dentist  in  Mountain  View,  Califor- 
nia, and  an  assistant  professor  at  the  University  of  the  Pacific  School 
of  Dentistry  in  San  Francisco.  Since  his  conversion  he  has  served  in 
several  Church  auxiliaries  and  is  currently  a  counselor  in  the  Stan- 
ford 3rd  Ward  bishopric,  Palo  Alto  (California)  Stake.  He  will  teach 
a  class  at  the  Palo  Alto  Institute  of  Religion  this  fall.  He  and  his 
wife  Vivian  are  the  parents   of   five   children. 
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impression  that  there  wasn't  enough  application  of 
the  principles  taught  from  the  pulpit  in  the  every- 
day lives  of  the  members.  This  perhaps  was  an 
unfair  judgment  to  make;  nevertheless  this  was  our 
thinking  at  the  time. 

However,  because  of  the  example  set  by  our  Mor- 
mon friends  in  dental  school,  we  thought  perhaps 
there  was  something  to  their  rehgion.  They  were  the 
only  people  we  had  ever  met  who  seemed  to  really 
try  to  live  their  religion  with  fruitful  results. 

We  decided  to  attend  Sunday  School  one  morn- 
ing at  the  Mountain  View  Ward,  near  Palo  Alto,  and 
learn  more.  Our  friends  from  dental  school  days,  in- 
cluding Elmer  and  his  wife  Marian,  had  no  knowledge 
of  this.  As  a  result  of  our  attendance  at  the  Moun- 
tain View  Ward  that  day,  missionaries  began  drop- 
ping in  to  see  us.  They  asked  permission  to  give  us 
six  discussions.  I  resisted  this  for  a  few  weeks,  but 
then  I  finally  gave  in  and  allowed  them  to  start. 

A  Desire  to  Know 

In  the  first  discussion  we  heard  the  story  of  Jo- 
seph Smith's  first  vision,  and  it  had  an  interesting 
effect  on  me.  I  didn't  necessarily  believe  it,  but  at 
the  same  time  I  couldn't  disbelieve  it.  My  people, 
the  Jews,  had  been  without  a  prophet  since  Malachi. 
I  felt  that  the  ancient  prophets  such  as  Abraham 
and  Moses  were  far  removed  by  time  and  many 
translations  of  the  scriptures.  Here  was  a  man  of 
modern  times  claiming  to  have  spoken  face  to  face 
with  God,  and  I  could  examine  his  life.  I  had  a  desire 
to  know  if  Joseph  Smith  was  telling  the  truth.  I 
didn't  really  want  the  answer  to  be  affirmative,  be- 
cause if  it  were  I  would  have  to  act  on  that  knowl- 
edge, and  for  a  Jew  to  become  a  Christian  is  a  drastic 
step.  Nevertheless,  I  couldn't  just  brush  his  testi- 
mony lightly  aside.   I  felt  that  I  had  to  find  out. 

The  elders  told  us  the  way  to  find  out  was  to 
read  Joseph  Smith's  complete  testimony  and  then 
ask  God  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  if  it  was  true. 
But  I  had  not  prayed  in  12  years  and  had  no  confi- 
dence in  prayer;  and  because  of  my  training  as  a 
youth  it  was  difficult  for  me  to  even  utter  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

We  continued  with  the  missionaries,  and  during 
the  fifth  discussion  they  answered  the  questions: 
Where  did  we  come  from?  Why  are  we  here?  After 
death,  what?  The  answers  sounded  so  logical  that 
I  was  afraid  I  was  beginning  to  believe  them.  At  this 
point  we  decided  to  stop  taking  the  discussions  and 
make  a  thorough  study  of  Judaism. 

A  Desire  to  Pray 

My  wife  asked  a  rabbi  to  suggest  some  books 
about  Jewish  theology.  He  gave  her  the  name  of 
three,  which  she  found  in  the  library.  While  she  was 


there,  however,  another  book  on  the  shelf  caught  her 
eye,  and  she  decided  to  bring  it  home  also.  This 
fourth  book  was  the  most  interesting  to  me.  It  was 
the  textbook  used  in  my  confirmation  class  at  our 
Jewish  synagogue  when  I  was  14.  The  title  was 
Stranger  Than  Fiction.  I  opened  it  and  found  a 
chapter  entitled  "Joshua."  The  author  was  referring 
to  Jesus.  (Joshua  is  the  Hebrew  name  for  Jesus.) 
He  was  making  Jesus  out  to  be  an  impostor  and  a 
troublemaker. 

This  was  in  agreement  with  what  I  had  always 
been  taught,  but  there  was  something  about  reading 
it  now  that  bothered  me.  I  decided  that  the  tech- 
nique the  author  was  using  reminded  me  of  propa- 
ganda techniques  I  had  studied  about  in  a  UCLA 
sociology  class.  I  suddenly  realized  that  my  parents 
and  religious  teachers  had  inculcated  into  my  think- 
ing an  unfair  attitude  toward  Jesus  Christ  and  that 
I  wasn't  capable  of  examining  him  objectively. 

When  I  came  to  this  realization,  I  had  a  desire 
to  pray.  I  knelt  down  and  asked  my  Father  in  heaven 
if  all  the  things  I  had  studied  and  had  learned  from 
the  Mormon  missionaries  were  true,  and  I  asked  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  I  arose  from  that  prayer 
with  a  sure  knowledge  that  they  were  true  and  with 
the  conviction  that  I  had  to  act  on  that  knowledge. 
I  told  my  wife  I  knew  that  Jesus  Christ  was  the 
Messiah,  and  I  wanted  to  join  his  Church.  She  didn't 
immediately  feel  the  same  as  I  did,  but  she  received 
a  testimony  a  short  time  later. 

A  Desire  to  Share  the  Gospel 

I  wrote  my  friend  Elmer  and  said,  "We  have  been 
taking  the  missionary  discussions  and  are  thinking 
about  being  baptized.  How  would  you  like  to  do  it?" 

He  was  quite  surprised,  and  when  he  called  us 
on  the  phone  he  just  kept  saying,  "I'm  afraid  to  say 
anything.     I'm  afraid  I'll  ruin  it." 

Elmer  baptized  and  confirmed  us  both  a  week 
later.  This  was  in  August,  1965. 
I  couldn't  begin  to 


write  down  the  bless- 
ings that  have  been 
showered  upon  us 
since  that  time.  I 
can  only  say  that 
when  I  think  of  what 
my  life  would  be  like 
today  without  the 
gospel  o  f  Jesus 
Christ,  I  have  a  great 
desire  to  share  it 
with  others  who  are 
less  f  ortuate  than  we. 
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THE 
MAGIC 
TOUCH 


by  Lynn  F.  Stoddard 


All  good  teachers  are  concerned  about  the  in- 
fluence they  are  having  in  the  lives  of  their  students. 
The  real  test  of  a  teacher's  influence  on  children 
comes  not  during  the  class  period  when  the  teacher 
is  watching,  but  later  when  the  child  is  free  to  make 
his  own  choices.  It  is  one  thing  to  have  behavior  ob- 
jectives which  predict  a  child's  behavior  in  class,  but 
quite  another  matter  when  it  comes  to  having  in- 
fluence on  a  child's  unsupervised  life. 

Home  Assignments 

Many  teachers,  to  help  influence  a  child's  life, 
have  tried  giving  home  assignments  and  then  have 
abandoned  the  practice  when  they  found  that  stu- 
dents did  not  take  the  assignments  seriously.  Stu- 
dents often  are  not  much  interested  in  carrying 
out  a  task  which  has  been  conceived  in  the  mind  of 
a  teacher  or  the  writer  of  a  lesson  manual  when  there 
is  no  review  or  follow-up  of  the  lesson  assignment. 
Often  they  do  not  see  any  connection  between  the 
assigned  task  and  what  to  them  is  important  about 
the  lesson. 

If  assignments  are  ineffective,  what  can  we  do  to 
influence  a  student's  life  outside  of  class?  Are  there 
some  other  ways?  Perhaps  we  can  learn  from  those 
few  really  great  teachers  in  our  lives  who  made  a 
lasting  impression  upon  us.  Most  adults  can  name 
only  a  very  small  percentage  of  their  teachers  as 
having  exerted  enough  influence  to  live  in  their 
memories. 

Just  A  Few  Words 

What  is  the  mysterious  "magic  touch"  possessed 
by  a  few  individuals  which  causes  their  students  to 
strive  for  perfection?  Is  this  power  available  to  all? 

As  an  example  of  this  ability  I  would  like  to  tell 
you  about  a  great  teacher  who  was  instrumental  in 
changing  my  life. 

Bishop  Fred  Carroll  entered  the  scene  when  our 
family  moved  into  his  ward  while  I  was  an  over-age 
deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood.  This  great  man 
probably  spoke  no  more  than  fifty  words  to  me  di- 
rectly, yet  twenty-five  of  them  remain  indelibly  im- 
printed on  my  mind.  I  am  certain  that  this  good 
bishop  was  never  aware  of  the  tremendous  impact 
he  had  on  me  with  those  twenty-five  golden  words, 
given  to  me  one  day  quietly  and  privately:*!  have 
been  noticing  how  reverent  you  are  in  our  church 
meetings.  It  is  a  fine  example  you  set  for  the  other 
boys  to  follow." 

Just  a  few  words,  but  oh,  how  powerful!  To  me 
they  had  more  effect  than  hundreds  of  assignments 
have  had  since.  Up  to  that  time  I  never  did  see  my- 
self as  being  particularly  reverent.  I  am  quite  sure 
that  Bishop  Carroll  mistook  my  shy,  reserved  man- 
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ner  for  reverence.  Yet  that  did  not  matter.  From  that 
time  on  I  started  wondering  about  the  meaning  of 
reverence  in  my  life.  I  soon  began  to  feel  reverent. 
After  all,  if  Bishop  Carroll  thought  I  was  reverent 
perhaps  I  really  was!  The  attitude  which  developed 
in  me  because  Bishop  Carroll  planted  a  seed  has 
since  grown  to  be  a  guiding  influence  in  my  life. 

Four  Qualities  of  a  Great  Teacher 

We  can  use  this  personal  episode  as  a  lesson  for 
all  teachers  who  would  like  to  influence  the  out-of- 
class  activities  of  their  students.  Bishop  Carroll  and 
other  great  teachers  seem  to  have  four  common 
characteristics: 

First,  a  great  teacher  cares  deeply  about  each 
individual  child  of  God.  He  cares  enough  to  give  time, 
attention,  and  interest  to  individuals  both  during  and 
outside  of  class.  He  makes  each  individual  feel  spe- 
cial, important,  and  worthy  of  personal  attention. 
Great  teachers  "accentuate  the  positive"  and  mini- 
mize individual  faults. 

Second,  a  great  teacher  uses  gospel  lesson  mate- 
rial with  one  end  in  view:  to  help  students.  Because 
of  his  love  and  respect  for  each  of  God's  children,  a 
great  teacher  will  focus  his  efforts  on  helping  each 
student  gain  personal  meaning  from  the  lesson  ma- 
terial. That  is,  he  is  student-centered  in  his  teach- 
ing rather  than  subject-centered.  With  every  lesson 
the  teacher  attempts  to  bring  each  child  to  an  aware- 
ness of  what  he  already  knows  and  then  build  upon 
it.  This  means  that  he  encourages  students  to  share 
their  firsthand  experiences  in  relation  to  the  main 
idea  of  the  lesson.  Such  a  teacher  will  also  try  to 
find  out  what  his  students  have  done  on  their  own 
as  a  result  of  each  week's  lesson.    Sometimes  this 


sharing  of  personal  experiences  does  not  allow  time 
for  all  of  the  lesson  material  in  the  manual  to  be  con- 
sidered. Because  a  good  teacher  knows  that  lesson 
material  is  only  important  as  it  leads  to  action  in 
the  lives  of  people,  he  does  not  feel  duty  bound  to 
cover  all  the  material  in  the  manual.  A  great  teacher 
knows  that  the  gospel  was  made  for  man,  not  man  for 
the  gospel. 

Third,  a  great  teacher  treats  his  students  as  re- 
sponsible free  agents.  This  means  that,  rather  than 
giving  teacher-invented  assignments,  he  asks  stu- 
dents to  think  of  possible  ways  to  apply  the  lesson  in 
their  lives.  Students  are  then  invited  to  choose  a 
course  of  action  which  has  meaning  for  them  and 
to  share  their  experiences  with  classmates. 

A  great  teacher  knows  that  a  student's  self- 
initiated  and  self-imposed  assignments  will  generate 
much  more  enthusiasm  and  commitment  than  tasks 
imposed  by  the  teacher. 

Teachers  who  believe  in  the  free  agency  of  man 
also  try  to  help  their  students  becorne  seekers.  They 
encourage  questions  and  personal  inquiry. 

The  fourth  and  most  important  quality  of  a  great 
teacher  is  that  he  knows  the  source  of  his  strength. 
It  is  the  Holy  Spirit  which  enables  him  to: 

(a)  care  deeply, 

(b)  use  a  student-centered  approach  in  teaching, 
and 

(c)  involve  students  as  free  agents  in  planning 
their  own  destinies. 

This  great  power  is  available  to  all  who  diligently 
seek  it. 
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Course  10 
Course  12 


Course  10 
Course  12 


September 


February 


Acts  7:55 
Moroni  10:4 


Course  14 
Course  16 

October 

Galatians  1:6-8 

1  Corinthians  15:21,  22 

Course    8 
Course  10 

November 

John  3:5 
Matthew  7:7 

Course  12 
Course  14 

December 

Amos  3:7 
John  10:16 

Course  16 
Course    8 

January 

John  8:31,  32 
Matthew  6: 14 

Hebrews  11:1 
Acts  2:38 


Course  14 
Course  16 


Course  14 
Course  16 


March 


August 


2  Peter  3:9 
John  3: 16 


Course    8 
Course  10 

April 

John  5:28,  29 
John  14:26 

Course  12 
Course  14 

May 

Ahna  11:40 

1  Corinthians  2:12 

Course  16 
Course    8 

June 

Romans  6:23 
Matthew  5:48 

Course  10 
Course  12 

July 

Ezekiel  37:16,  17 
2Nephi25:23 

1  Peter  4: 6 

1  Corinthians  15:40,  41 
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WEALTH 

A  MEANS  NOT  AN  END 


by  Rodger  Dean  Duncan'^ 


Rough-and-tumble  mining  camps  have  always 
symbolized  the  violence  of  the  Old  West.  Their  in- 
habitants have  become  stereotypes  of  the  Ameri- 
can frontier's  rip-roaring  individualism,  and  the 
reputation  is  well  earned. 

The  101  murders  committed  in  one  year  in  a 
single  barroom  at  Alta,  Utah,  may  not  represent  the 
norm,  but  they  were  characteristic  of  the  times.  ^ 
Quick  wealth  and  the  frantic  tempo  of  the  work 
seemed  to  exaggerate  every  antisocial  tendency  the 
miners  had  developed  on  their  way  west.  And  the 
usual  mining  camp  attracted  roughnecks  as  fast  as 
a  water  hole  drew  wild  broncos. - 

Jesse  Knight,  the  Lord's  Steward 

But  against  this  backdrop  of  violence  can  you 
imagine  a  mining  camp  where  saloons  were  absolute- 
ly forbidden?  Can  you  picture  a  camp  where  drunk- 
enness or  the  use  of  tobacco  was  cause  for  being 
fired?  What  about  a  camp  in  which  the  men  worked 
only  six  days,  then  observed  the  Sabbath  discreetly 
and  with  proper  dignity?  And  what  of  a  mining  camp 


For  Course  12,  lesson  11  (November  22),  "Using  Riches  Wisely"; 
for  Course  14,  lesson  9  (November  22),  "Purpose  of  Life";  for  Course 
16,  lesson  9  (November  15),  "How  Can  I  Live  More  Abundantly?"  for 
Course  26,  lesson  12  (November  8) ,  "Seek  Ye  After  the  Best";  to 
support  family  home  evening  lesson   10;    and   of  general   interest. 

^Wallace  Stenger,  Mormon  Country;  Sloan  and  Pearce,  New  York 
City,  1942;  page  199. 

^Charles  Howard  Shinn,  Mining  Camps:  A  StiLdy  in  American 
Frontier  Government;  A.  A.  Knopf,  New  York  City,  1948. 


with  a  chapel  and  church-sponsored  amusement  hall 
where  the  tough-as-nails  miners  came  to  dance 
country  dances  and  drink  soda  pop  with  their  fam- 
ilies? 

Unbelievable,  you  say?  Impossible?  Not  with 
Jesse  Knight  it  wasn't. 

Jesse  built  and  managed  such  a  mining  camp  near 
the  present  town  of  Eureka  in  central  Utah,  and 
used  part  of  his  enormous  wealth  to  assure  the  spiri- 
tual welfare  of  his  men.^ 

Jesse  was  born  in  Nauvoo,  Illinois  and  came  to 
Utah  with  his  widowed  mother  before  1850,  but  he 
fell  into  some  bad  company  and  his  testimony  of 
the  gospel  slowly  withered  and  died.  For  years  he 
was  an  apostate,  and  at  one  time  even  joined  the 
anti-Mormon  Liberal  Party. 

In  1896  his  youngest  daughter  suffered  a  raging 
fever  after  drinking  from  a  contaminated  well.  Jesse's 
wife  begged  him  to  call  for  the  elders;  but  he  refused, 
saying  it  would  be  hypocritical  since  he  had  lost  his 
faith  in  the  priesthood.  As  the  little  girl  edged  closer 
to  death,  however,  Jesse  finally  allowed  the  elders  to 


*Rodger  Dean  Duncan  is  a  member  of  the  Communications  De- 
partment faculty  at  Brigham  Young  University  and  serves  as  general 
manager  of  the  University's  student  publications  program.  A  former 
newspaper  editor  and  syndicated  columnist.  Brother  Duncan  is  a 
native  of  Oklahoma  City  and  was  educated  at  Baylor  University. 
He  is  married  to  the  former  Rean  Robbing  of  Salt  Lake  City.  The 
couple  have  one  daughter  and  live  in  the  75th  Ward  of  the  BYU 
4th  stake. 

''Stenger,  Mormon  Country,  page  200. 
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administer  to  her.  She  was  healed.  After  that  and 
other  spiritual  experiences  Jesse  became  convinced 
that  his  great  wealth  from  the  mining  business  was 
to  be  used  to  support  the  Church. 

He  was  heartsick  about  the  many  years  he  had 
neglected  his  Church  duties,  and  one  way  he  felt  he 
could  try  to  make  restitution  was  to  pay  all  the  back 
tithing  he  owed.  He  figured  it  all  up,  with  com- 
pound interest,  and  sent  his  bishop  the  huge  check. 
He  kept  many  of  his  friends  out  of  debt,  saved  the 
credit  of  the  Church  by  paying  off  $10,000  interest  on 
a  loan,  then  saved  several  Church  leaders  from  per- 
sonal embarrassment  and  possible  legal  entangle- 
ments in  a  series  of  unfortunate  financial  matters. 
And  in  the  final  years  of  his  life  "Uncle  Jesse,"  as  he 
was  affectionately  known  by  his  friends,  donated 
many  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  in  land  and 
stock  to  the  Brigham  Young  University. 

When  he  died  in  1921,  Jesse  Knight  left  a  rich 
heritage  of  service  to  his  descendants,  but  little 
money. 

The  Power  to  Get  Wealth 

What  drove  this  man  to  share  his  wealth  so  gen- 
erously? He  often  said  that  he  was  not  the  owner 
of  all  that  money;  he  was  merely  the  steward.  In 
other  words,  he  felt  the  power  of  his  wealth  keenly, 
but  he  turned  it  to  social  rather  than  personal  uses. 
"But  thou  shalt  remember  the  Lord  thy  God,"  Jesse 
read  in  the  scriptures,  "for  it  is  he  that  giveth  thee 
power  to  get  wealth."  (Deuteronomy  8:18.) 

The  history  of  the  Church  is  replete  with  stories 
of  faithful  members  who  have  used  their  material 
wealth  as  a  means,  not  an  end. 

George  Q.  Cannon,  a  United  States  Congressman 
and  first  counselor  to  three  presidents  of  the  Church, 
served  on  half  a  dozen  missions  for  the  Church  and 
shared  his  personal  wealth  with  others  in  many  ways. 
In  1886  he  established  the  Juvenile  Instructor,  and 
30  years  later  substantially  donated  the  magazine  to 
the  Deseret  Sunday  School  Union.*  John  F.  Bennett, 
father  of  today's  senator  for  Utah,  began  his  service 
to  the  Church  by  carrying  charcoal  for  the  black- 


^Lawrence  R.  Flake,  The  Development  of  the  Juvenile  Instructor 
Under  George  Q.  Cannon  and  Its  Function  in  Latter-day  Saint  Re- 
ligious Education;  Thesis  (M.R.E.)  Brigham  Young  University  De- 
partment of  Graduate  Studies  in  the  College  of  Religious  Instruction: 
Provo,  Utah,  1969;  page  36. 


smiths  who  were  sharpening  tools  for  use  in  the  work 
on  the  Salt  Lake  Temple.  Later  one  of  the  West's 
most  successful  business  leaders.  Brother  Bennett 
shared  Jesse  Knight's  penchant  for  financial  support 
of  the  Church. 

Time  and  Talents  Are  Wealth 

But  what  about  those  of  us  who  do  not  possess 
great  material  wealth?  Most  of  us  have  some  sort  of 
talent,  and  all  of  us  have  time,  or  can  make  time, 
to  serve  the  Lord.  George  Romney,  now  a  member 
of  President  Nixon's  cabinet,  was  for  several  years 
president  of  American  Motors,  one  of  the  world's 
largest  corporations.  But  during  those  same  years 
he  somehow  made  time  to  donate  his  executive  tal- 
ents as  president  of  the  Detroit  Stake.  David  Ken- 
nedy, another  presidential  cabinet  member,  is  also 
a  selfless  and  dedicated  supporter  of  the  Church 
who  has  gained  stature  as  one  of  the  world's  great 
bankers. 

People  in  all  walks  of  life  can  serve  the  Lord  gen- 
erously with  their  wealth  of  time  and  talents.  A 
young  musician  can  share  the  benefits  of  his  years  of 
practice  by  entertaining  at  an  MIA  dance  or  road- 
show, or  even  serving  as  the  ward  organist.  A  busy 
college  student  can  donate  his  leadership  and  teach- 
ing skills  by  serving  as  a  Scoutmaster  or  an  Aaronic 
Priesthood  adviser.  A  mother  can  share  her  rich 
experience  with  children  by  serving  in  the  Primary 
or  the  Sunday  School.  Doctors,  lawyers,  plumbers, 
teachers,  ranchers,  bankers,  carpenters — ^men  from 
hundreds  of  backgrounds  can  and  do  distinguish 
themselves  in  service  to  the  wards  and  stakes  of  the 
Church. 

Henry  Ward  Beecher  said  that  riches  are  not  an 
end  of  life,  but  an  instrument  of  life.  Our  leaders 
teach  that  the  successful  servant  of  the  Lord  has 
not  hved  a  perfect  day,  even  though  he  earns  his 
material  wealth,  unless  he  does  something  for  some- 
one who  will  never  be  able  to  repay  him. 

A  man  is  rich  according  to  what  he  gives. 
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THE  LADDER 

A  new  promotion, 
A  new  position, 
Yet  life  and  its  joys 
Pass  him  by. 


Forever  climbing, 
Forever  striving, 
But  all  of  the  flowers 
Escape  his  eye. 


Money  without  love. 
Respect  without  honor, 
Monetary  success — 
The  price  is  high. 

— John  Allen.* 


*John  Allen,  17,  is  a  senior  at 
Brighton  High  School,  Salt  Lake 
City.  He  lives  in  Butler  Fifth 
Ward,  Butler  West    (Utah)    Stake. 
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In  a  fireside  chat  a  stake  president  and  his  wife  tell 
how   the  gospel  filled   their  lives  and  led  them   ... 


Halfway  Around  the  World 


by  William  and  Marion  Proctor* 


It  all  began  in  far-off  Glasgow,  Scotland.  There, 
one  morning  while  Marion  Proctor  worked  around 
her  home,  she  answered  a  knock  at  the  door  to  find 
two  young  men  dressed  in  dark  suits  waiting  to 
speak  to  her.  ... 

Sister  Proctor: 

They  said  that  they  were  missionaries  and  had 
come  to  tell  me  more  about  God.  They  also  asked 
to  see  my  husband,  but  I  knew  he  would  not  want 
to  hear  about  religion.  Whenever  I  asked  him  to  go 
to  church  with  me  he  always  said  he  was  not  inter- 
ested. I  explained  this  to  the  missionaries  and  told 
them  he  would  be  working  late — probably  until  half- 
past  nine — thinking  this  would  be  too  late  for  them 
to  come  back.  They  said  they  would  be  back  at 
half-past  nine. 

They  also  left  a  book  with  me.  After  they  had 
gone  I  looked  at  it  briefly  and  then  put  it  in  the 
cupboard.    I  had  no  intention  of  showing  it  to  my 


For  Course  5,  lesson  47  (November  29),  "We  Are  Thankful";  for 
Course  8,  lessons  11  and  12  (November  15,  22),  '-Effective  Prayer" 
and  "Reliance  on  God";  for  Course  12,  lesson  8  (November  1), 
"Guidance  from  the  Lord";  for  Course  18,  lesson  4  (October  4),  "The 
Believing  Heart";  for  Course  26,  lessons  2  and  9  (September  6; 
October  11),  "Trust  in  God"  and  "Preparation  and  Readiness";  for 
Course  28,  lesson  10  (November  15) ,  "The  Lord  Assists  Those  Who 
Have  Faith";  for  Course  30,  lesson  8  (November  8),  "A  Worldwide 
Church";  to  support  family  home  evening  lessons  2  and  9;  and  of 
general  interest. 


husband, 
the  use? 


He  wouldn't  be  interested,  so  what  was 


Brother  Proctor: 

I  remember  quite  clearly  when  I  arrived  home 
and  was  told  about  these  young  men.  My  wife  showed 
me  the  Book  of  Mormon  and  told  me  that  the  mis- 
sionaries recommended  I  read  it.  As  I  glanced 
through  it  from  place  to  place  I  was  immediately  im- 
pressed that  this  book  I  had  in  my  hand  contained 
something  wonderful.  I  was  amazed  as  I  continued 
to  read,  because  the  realization  came  to  me  that  I 
was  reading  something  that  had  been  sent  to  us  in 
answer  to  our  prayers.  For  the  previous  three  or  four 
months  I  had  been  drinking  more  than  usual  and 
realized  that  I  was  spending  more  and  more  time 
with  my  mates  in  hotels  and  public  houses.  I  felt 
also  that  though  our  family  life  was  a  very  happy  one, 
we  were  missing  out  on  something,  and  I  was  in  a 
rut.  In  fact,  there  seemed  not  to  be  any  great  mean- 
ing or  purpose  in  life.  If  there  was  ever  a  time  in  my 
life  when  I  prayed  and  prayed  sincerely,  it  was  at 


*When  William  and  Marion  Proctor  joined  the  Church  in  1955 
they  had  three  children:  Helen,  5;  James  7;  and  Marion,  12.  They 
have  since  added  two  more  sons,  Andrew  and  John.  Daughter  Marion 
is  now  married,  living  in  Birmingham,  England.  Brother  Proctor 
continues  to  serve  as  president  of  Brisbane  Stake. 
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that  time  because  I  felt  that  we  had  to  do  something, 
that  I  had  to  shake  off  this  Hking  for  Uquor  and  this 
sinking  into  a  morass.  In  humble  prayer  I  had  spoken 
to  my  Father  in  heaven  and  promised  him  that  if  he 
would  help  me  lift  myself  up  and  become  a  really 
good  citizen  of  the  community,  as  well  as  a  good 
father  to  my  children  and  a  good  husband  to  my 
wife,  I  would  do  the  things  that  he  would  be  de- 
sirous I  do  and  try  to  become  more  like  him.  And  as 
I  read  the  Book  of  Mormon,  I  realized  that  this  had 
come  in  answer  to  my  prayer. 

I  had  never  had  any  interest  in  religion.  When 
I  was  a  child  my  parents  were  desirious  that  I  go  to 
church,  and  I  went.  But  I  never  became  really  in- 
terested in  what  was  going  on.  When  I  was  18  I 
went  into  the  armed  forces,  and  from  that  time  on  I 
never  attended  church  except  once  while  in  the  army, 
when  I  was  given  the  choice  of  peeling  potatoes  or 
going  to  church.  I  felt  that  church  was  the  lesser  of 
two  evils. 

But  now  my  wife  had  said  the  missionaries  were 
coming  back,  and  at  half-past  nine  there  was  a  rap 
at  the  door.  It  was  the  two  young  men.^  They  were 
large  of  stature,  and  I  was  impressed  by  their  cleanli- 
ness and  neat  appearance.  I  told  them  I  had  been  a 
faithful  husband,  and  I  had  always  enjoyed  life — I 
smoked  like  a  chimney,  drank  like  a  fish,  and  cussed 
like  a  trooper — and  I  considered  myself  as  good  as 
anyone. 

One  of  them,  Elder  Bennett,  turned  to  me  with 
a  smile.  *'Mr.  Proctor,"  he  said,  "you're  just  the 
type  of  person  we  like  to  meet." 

"Well,"  I  replied,  "that  being  the  case,  go  ahead." 

The  Word  of  Wisdom  and   10% 

After  prayer,  they  proceeded  to  teach  us  the  first 
lesson.  As  the  evening  wore  on,  I  was  impressed  by 
the  sincerity  of  these  young  men.  I  realized  that  an 
opportunity  was  being  given  to  me  to  learn  and  ap- 
preciate the  truths  of  the  gospel.  I  was  amazed  at 
the  way  I  accepted  everything  the  missionaries  said. 
I  knew  their  statements  were  true,  particularly  when 
they  looked  at  us  and  said  that  they  knew  the  things 
they  were  telling  us  were  true. 

As  we  met  with  them  in  succeeding  lessons,  the 
realization  that  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  had  been 
restored  to  this  earth  became  stronger. 

As  I  look  back  and  try  to  think  what  it  was  that 
initially  took  my  interest,  I  know  it  was  the  ques- 
tion that  Elder  Bennett  asked  me  when  he  said,  "Mr. 
Proctor,  have  you  ever  wondered  where  the  Red  In- 
dians came  from  who  were  in  America  when  Chris- 
topher Columbus  landed  there?"  I  remember  my 
reaction  to  this  question,  because  this  was  something 


1  Elders  Robert  Bennett  and  Richard    Callister. 


that  had  always  intrigued  and  puzzled  me,  and  so  I 
turned  to  him  and  said,  "Yes,  tell  me,  how  come  they 
were  there,  and  where  did  they  come  from?"  After 
he  explained  and  I  continued  to  read  the  Book  of 
Mormon,  I  realized  I  was  reading  the  truth  about 
the  people  in  the  New  World. 

At  this  particular  time  the  missionaries  went  to 
the  homes  of  investigators  for  many  months  before 
they  were  baptized.  I  am  afraid  I  got  rather  im- 
patient waiting  on  them  to  set  a  date  for  our  bap- 
tism because  by  this  time  our  family  had  a  real  desire 
to  be  baptized  and  become  members  of  Christ's 
church.  So  I  went  to  the  missionaries  and  asked 
them,  "When  are  you  going  to  baptize  us?" 

Elder  Bennett  and  Elder  Callister  made  an  ap- 
pointment to  see  us  again  in  our  home.  They  told  us 
about  the  Word  of  Wisdom,  and  then  they  said  to 
my  wife,  "You  have  smoked  your  last  cigarette." 

She  said,  "Yes,  this  is  true." 

Then  they  turned  to  me  and  said,  "Brother  Proc- 
tor, you  have  smoked  your  last  cigarette."  I  was  a 
heavy  smoker  at  the  time. 

I  replied,  "No,  If  you  will  wait  imtil  tomorrow 
night,  I  will  stop  smoking  then."  This  was  because 
that  night  was  Thursday,  and  I  felt  that  if  I  quit  on 
Friday  night  and  had  Saturday  and  Sunday  at  home, 
it  would  be  much  easier  for  me  to  resist  tobacco  when 
I  returned  to  work  on  Monday.  The  elders  said  this 
would  be  acceptable  to  them. 

"There  is  something  else  we  must  tell  you,  but 
we  will  wait  until  next  week,"  Elder  Bennett  said. 

"No,"  I  insisted.  "We  want  to  know  all  the  things 
now  that  we  should  know  to  be  baptized." 

So  they  gave  us  the  law  of  tithing.  On  top  of 
keeping  the  Word  of  Wisdom,  we  heard,  we  must 
give  10  percent  of  our  income  from  then  on  to  the 
Church.  I  hope  you  can  appreciate  what  a  shock 
this  was,  especially  to  a  Scotsman.  At  first  we  said, 
"No,  we  can't  pay  10  percent  of  our  income."  The 
elders  then  promised  us  that  we  would  be  blessed  by 
the  Lord  if  we  would  do  so.  I  thought  this  over  for 
a  couple  of  minutes,  and  told  them  we  would  pay 
tithing. 

Give  Up  Smoking  Now! 

My  wife  slept  well  that  night,  but  I  couldn't 
sleep.  I  tossed  and  turned,  thinking  about  my  telling 
the  missionaries  I  couldn't  stop  smoking  right  there 
and  then,  but  would  have  to  wait  until  the  next 
night.  I  got  up  and  went  into  the  living  room  and 
knelt  in  prayer,  and  I  talked  to  my  Father  in  heaven. 
I  asked  him  to  give  me  help,  to  give  me  strength,  to 
take  away  my  craving  for  cigarettes,  so  that  I  could 
be  baptized  and  enter  his  kingdom.  I  had  tried  to 
{Continued  on  following  page.) 
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{Continued  from  preceding  page.) 

give  up  smoking  on  several  previous  occasions — even 
to  the  point  of  sending  away  for  a  smoker's  cure — but 
had  not  been  successful.  As  I  knelt  in  prayer  that 
night,  however,  I  felt  with  all  my  heart  that  my  Fa- 
ther in  heaven  would  help  me.  I  heard  a  voice  say  to 
me,  "Do  not  wait  until  tomorrow,  but  give  up  the 
smoking  habit  now.  I  will  help  you  in  every  way, 
and  you  will  be  successful  in  giving  up  tobacco."  I 
felt  joy  and  peace  in  my  heart  as  I  arose  from  my 
knees. 

The  next  morning  before  I  went  to  work,  I  looked 
at  my  tobacco  and  told  myself  I  would  leave  it 
there  and  not  smoke.  When  I  came  home  I  threw 
it  in  the  fire.  And  since  that  time  I  have  not  had  any 
desire  to  use  tobacco. 

My  wife  had  a  little  more  difficulty  giving  up 
cigarettes.  She  can  tell  you  how  she  gave  up  the 
habit. 

Sister  Proctor: 

Yes,  I  told  the  missionaries  I  would  give  up  smok- 
ing, but  I  had  every  intention  of  smoking  the  next 
day.  The  next  morning  I  thought  I  would  smoke  a 
cigarette,  but  I  kept  putting  it  off  until  the  day 
passed  without  my  doing  it.  I  decided  I  would  visit  a 
friend  where  I  could  smoke  and  have  all  the  cigarettes 
I  wanted.  First  I  asked  the  lady  downstairs  for  a 
cigarette,  but  she  didn't  have  any.  I  went  to  see  a 
neighbor  across  the  street  and  asked  her  if  she  could 
get  me  one  of  her  husband's  cigarettes;  and  she 
looked,  but  there  were  none.  I  felt  deflated,  and 
returned  home  to  talk  to  my  husbapd  Bill,  and  ask 
him  for  a  cigarette.  He  said  I  should  go  into  the 
house  and  ask  the  Lord  to  take  away  my  craving. 
When  I  did  this,  a  marvelous  feeling  came  over  me. 
From  that  day  to  this  I  have  not  had  a  cigarette  or 
any  desire  for  one.  I  know  it  was  my  Father  in 
heaven  who  helped  me  get  over  this  craving. 

I  remember  also  that  when  the  missionaries  pre- 
sented the  principle  of  tithing  to  us,  I  could  not 
accept  it.  I  thought,  for  goodness'  sake,  taking  all 
that  money  from  Bill's  wages;  and  I  was  quite  an- 
noyed when  Bill  took  the  tithe  from  our  savings.  I 
remember  one  night  when  he  had  gone  to  church, 
I  was  sitting  in  the  living  room  feeling  really  an- 
noyed about  all  that  money  he  took  to  pay  tithing. 
Then  a  hand  seemed  to  touch  my  shoulder,  and  a 
voice  said:  "Look,  don't  cheat  the  Lord.  It  is  right 
to  pay  tithing.  Just  look  around  you  and  see  how 
you  have  been  blessed.  Don't  just  look  back  to  yes- 
terday or  last  week  or  last  year;  look  at  all  the 
years  of  your  life  and  see  how  the  Lord  has  blessed 
you.  After  all,  the  Lord  does  not  have  the  biggest 
part  of  Bill's  salary — only  the  smallest  part." 


President  and  Sister  Proctor  with  three  of  their  five  children. 

I  have  had  a  testimony  of  tithing  since  that  time. 
The  Lord  has  truly  blessed  us.  I  have  enjoyed  pay- 
ing tithing  since  then. 

The  Night  It  Rained 

Brother  Proctor: 

After  I  joined  the  Church  I  was  called  as  MIA 
supervisor  for  the  whole  of  Scotland.  I  remember 
how  humble  I  felt.  But  though  I  did  not  know  much 
about  this  work,  the  Lord  did  help  me  to  learn  it. 
He  helps  us  to  do  the  things  that  he  wants  us  to  do. 

I  also  remember  how  my  wife  became  active  in 
Relief  Society. 

Sister  Proctor: 

I  remember  too.  It  was  raining  that  first  night. 
I  thought  I  would  not  have  to  go,  that  I  could  just 
stay  home  and  watch  television.  When  Bill  came 
home  from  work  he  said,  "I  wouldn't  send  a  dog  out 
in  weather  like  this."  But  when  it  came  time  for 
Relief  Society,  what  did  he  do?  He  got  my  coat  and 
hat  and  said,  "You  had  better  get  cracking.  You 
have  a  good  raincoat  and  a  good  umbrella,  so  now 
you  can  go  to  Rehef  Society."  And  he  pushed  me  out 
the  door.  If  BiU  had  not  done  that,  I  would  not 
be  as  active  as  I  am  today. 

Brother  Proctor: 

Just  think,  today  my  wife  is  president  of  the 
branch  Relief  Society! 

Why  Go     to  Australia? 

After  becoming  bishop  of  the  Drumchapel  Ward 
in  Glasgow,  I  was  privileged  to  attend  general  con- 
ference in  Salt  Lake  City.  And  then,  shortly  after 
returning  to  Scotland,  I  felt  tremendously  impressed 
that  I  should  pack  up  and  go  to  Australia,  that  my 
Father  in  heaven  had  something  special  he  wanted 
me  to  do  out  there.  I  tried  to  ignore  this  impression 
because  I  thought  there  was  something  wrong,  that 
(Concluded  on  page  333.) 
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Palenque 

BY  Paul  R.   Cheesman 

The  ruins  of  Palenque  lie  in  the  shadow  of  a  lush  mountainside  near  Villa- 
hermosa,  Mexico.  A  modern  road  takes  you  to  the  very  center  of  this  complex  of 
ornate  and  beautiful  buildings  where  one  can  still  see  evidences  of  recent  diggings. 
Hills  which  surround  the  newly  uncovered  ancient  buildings  reveal  man-made 
characteristics,  and  one  suspects  that  the  entire  story  of  Palenque  has  not  yet 
been  told. 

The  ruins  include,  in  addition  to  the  many  buildings,  a  magnificent  tower. 
Sculptured  figures  and  hieroglyphs  cover  many  surfaces  of  the  inner  and  outer 
walls  of  the  buildings  and  courtyards  and  present  some  fascinating  areas  for 
historical  study.  Scholars  have  dated  these  buildings  back  to  the  time  of  Christ, 
and  some  researchers  also  beUeve  that  this  could  possibly  be  the  cradle  of 
the  Mayan  civilization. 

Three  tablets  which  were  originally  located  in  the  Temple  of  the  Cross  were 
broken  and  moved  several  places;  they  have  now  been  gathered  together  and  are 
on  display  in  the  Museum  of  Anthropology  in  Mexico  City.  The  complete  panel 
contains  long  rows  of  hieroglyphs  on  both  sides,  and  two  standing  figures  facing 
the  central  carving  of  a  tree  in  the  form  of  a  cross  —  thus  giving  the  temple 
its  name. 

Inside  the  Temple  of  Inscriptions,  below  ground  level,  is  a  burial  tomb  con- 
taining the  body  of  an  ancient  and  honored  leader.  On  the  surface  of  this  tomb 
is  engraven  the  Tree  of  Life  insignia  in  the  shape  of  a  cross. 

As  one  gazes  over  the  countryside  from  the  top  of  the  Temple  of  the  Cross 
or  the  Temple  of  the  Sun,  he  can  see  the  vast  plains  of  Tabasco,  and  on  clear 
days  even  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

The  Ostolum  River,  though  small,  flows  through  the  center  of  the  ruins 
of  Palenque  and  was  a  source  of  water  supply  for  the  community.  An  artificial 
bed  in  the  river  may  have  been  used  for  bathing,  swimming,  or  even  religious  rites. 

A  reflection  of  a  magnificent  culture,  Palenque  stands  as  a  mysterious  and 
exquisite  monument  to  the  ancient  and  very  civilized  inhabitants  of  America. 

(Concluded  on  opposite  back  of  picture.) 
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Palenque 

(Concluded  from  opposite  back  of  picture) 

PALENQUE 

It  may  have  begun 

here! 

Who  graced 

these 

towering  steps? 

Who  bathed 

in  the  fresh 

river  streams? 

One  but  dreams. 

Winds 

now  blow 

through 

the  crumbled 

courtyard 

where  Mayan 

counselors 

walked 

and  talked. 

What  secrets 
carved 

upon  these  walls 
call 

me  down, 
down 

into  the  dark 
and  dank 
depths 

of  the  ancient 
Temple 
of  Inscriptions 
to  view  one 
great 
.    and  dead  — 
as  stone 
on  stone. 
Alone. 

— Millie  Foster  Cheesman. 

For  Course   12,   lesson  2   (September  20),   "How  It  All  Began";   for  Course  28,  lesson  7   (October  18),  "A  Record 
of  an  Ancient  People:  Faith  Enough  to  See";  and  of  general  interest. 
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HALFWAY  AROUND  THE  WORLD      (Concluded  from  page  332.) 


I  should  stay  in  Scotland  and  build  up  the  kingdom; 
but  the  impression  became  stronger  and  stronger 
until  one  evening,  as  I  sat  by  the  fireside,  I  looked 
over  at  my  wife  and  said,  "Marion,  what  would  you 
think  if  I  told  you  that  I  felt  that  the  Lord  wanted 
us  to  go  to  Australia?" 

She  looked  at  me  and  smiled  and  said,  "You're 
kidding." 

My  rejoinder  was,  "No,  I  feel  we  should  go  to 
Australia.  I  believe  with  all  my  heart  that  the  Lord 
wants  us  there.  I  don't  know  why  we  should  go, 
except  that  the  Lord  has  something  he  wants  me  to 
do  there.  After  we're  there,  we'll  find  out  what  it  is." 

"What  are  you  going  to  tell  the  saints?"  she  ex- 
claimed. "You've  always  said  we  should  stay  here  in 
Scotland  and  build  up  the  kingdom." 

When  I  told  the  members  of  the  ward  we  were 
leaving,  some  of  them  were  upset.  But  we  told  them 
we  were  going  because  the  Lord  wanted  us  to  go. 
And  our  minds  were  made  up.  We  made  the  neces- 
sary arrangements  with  the  Immigration  Depart- 
ment, and  then  I  began  to  seek  out  employment 
opportunities  so  I  would  have  a  job  when  we  arrived 
in  Australia. 

First  came  an  opportunity  to  go  to  Melbourne, 
but  I  felt  this  was  not  the  right  one.  It  wasn't  long 
after  that  that  I  saw  an  ad  in  the  daily  newspaper 
about  a  trade  commission  from  Australia  that  wanted 
key  workers  to  go  into  industry  in  Brisbane.  I  felt* 
good  about  this.  I  knew  Brisbane  was  the  place  we 
were  to  go.  I  filled  out  an  application  and  had  an  in- 
terview, but  to  my  disappointment  I  was  not  too  im- 
pressed with  what  they  offered  me.  However,  as  I 
was  going  out  the  door  I  was  introduced  to  another 
man.  After  interviewing  me  he  said,  "You  are  just 
the  man  we  want  to  go  down  and  reorganize  our 
pipework  program  in  the  Brisbane  shipyards."  I 
accepted  the  job. 

Why  We  Came  to  Australia 

It  was  difficult  leaving  our  ward  and  saying  good- 
bye to  friends.  But  we  did  it.  We  travelled  by  boat 
to  Australia,  and  the  journey  took  three  weeks. 

The  first  Sunday  we  were  in  Brisbane,  the  bishop 
asked  me  to  organize  a  Sunday  School.  Later  I  was 
called  to  be  a  member  of  the  high  council.  Then  I 
was  engaged  in  stake  missionary  work  and  found  it 
to  be  the  most  thrilling  work  I  had  done  in  the 
Church.  I  was  contented  and  happy.  But  I  still 
didn't  know  why  I  had  been  especially  called  to 
Australia.  Then  one  day  our  stake  president  asked 
us  to  attend  a  meeting,  and  at  this  meeting  I  was 


asked  to  stand  and  explain  why  we  came  to  Australia. 
I  told  them  I  did  not  know  what  the  Lord  had  in 
store  for  me,  but  I  knew  I  had  been  called  to  Austra- 
lia for  some  special  reason.  After  I  spoke  the  stake 
president  stood  up  and  said,  "We  never  know  when 
our  Father  in  heaven  will  call  us,  and  we  should  be 
prepared  to  go  anyplace.  I  am  prepared  to  go  any- 
place." Within  three  weeks  our  stake  president  be- 
came ill  and  died. 

When  Elders  Mark  E.  Petersen  and  Paul  H.  Dunn 
came  over  to  reorganize  the  stake  presidency,  they 
interviewed  me.  Later,  when  Brother  Petersen  asked 
me  if  I  would  accept  a  call  as  stake  president,  I  grate- 
fully accepted.  The  realization  came  to  me  then  that 
it  was  for  this  reason  I  had  travelled  thousands  of 
miles  from  my  home  in  Scotland  to  live  in  Australia. 

Would  Australian  Saints  Accept  a  Scotsman? 

After  I  was  called  to  be  stake  president,  I  won- 
dered how  the  saints  in  Australia  would  accept  a 
Scotsman.  I  soon  found  out.  Some  of  them  asked 
me  if  they  could  organize  a  debutante  ball.  Since 
we  had  no  social  activity  where  we  could  present  our 
young  women,  the  young  women's  MIA  president 
asked  to  have  the  debutantes  presented  to  me.  The 
girls  were  to  be  presented  to  me  by  their  fathers  as 
I  stood  on  a  central  dais.  After  each  presentation, 
the  father  and  daughter  were  to  leave  the  dais  and 
waltz  together:  I  was  happy  with  this  arrangement. 
We  had  a  daughter,  Helen,  who  also  wanted  to  be 
presented. 

The  night  of  the  ball  came.  We  were  waiting  in 
our  places  for  the  presentation  of  debutantes.  When 
the  clock  struck  nine,  we  could  hardly  believe  our 
ears,  for  we  heard  the  bagpipes  playing.  My  wife  took 
hold  of  my  hand,  and  tears  came  to  our  eyes.  A 
piper  dressed  in  the  tartan  of  a  Scottish  clan  came 
into  the  hall  and  played  for  the  debutantes  and  their 
fathers.  We  realized  the  saints  loved  us. 

Not  long  after  this  the  saints  organized  a  Scottish 
road  show.  The  cast  wore  kilts  and  danced  Scottish 
dances.  Songs,  music,  everything  was  Scottish.  This 
showed  us  how  the  Australian  saints  had  taken  a 
Scottish  family  into  their  hearts. 

The  Lord  has  been  good  to  us.  We  will  be  happy 
to  spend  the  rest  of  our  days  in  Australia,  if  that  is 
where  we  belong,  but  we  know  our  Father  in  heaven 
will  direct  these  things.  If  we  will  begin  each  day 
by  placing  our  hand  in  the  hand  of  Almighty  God, 
he  will  lead  us  and  give  us  answers  to  our  prayers. 
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Superintendents 


The  Sunday  School's 
Call  to  Youth 


Today's  youth  is  restive.  While 
headlines  emphasize  the  spectacu- 
lar, and  the  majority  of  our  young 
people  are  solid  and  trustworthy, 
too  many  of  them  are  lost,  wan- 
dering and  wondering.  They  do  not 
know  what  they  want.  They  know 
only  that  they  do  not  like  what 
they  have.  They  are  perfect  sub- 
jects for  organized  anarchists,  or- 
ganized crime,  and  drug  peddlers. 

At  the  risk  of  great  over-simpli- 
fication, we  can  list  some  of  the 
causes: 

First,  there  has  been  a  combina- 
tion of  affluence  and  idleness. 
Many  countries  have  laws  prohibit- 
ing child  labor,  but  even  without 
law  restrictions  parents  have  tried 
to  spare  their  children  the  years  of 
hard  work  they  went  through.  Even 
when  they  have  realized  the  im- 
portance of  work  in  their  children's 
lives,  parents  have  had  difficulty  in 
providing  work  or  in  helping  the 
children  find  it.  The  movement  to 
the  cities  is  making  it  harder  to 
keep  Johnny  occupied.  He  no 
longer  has  the  responsibility  to 
milk  the  cows  morning  and  night. 
Having  time  on  his  hands  and  not 
knowing  what  to  do  with  it,  he  and 
his  companions  have  started  ex- 
perimenting. 

Second,  parents  and  teachers 
have  been  too  permissive.  For  a 
time,  when  these  youth  were  in 
their  most  formative  ages  as  young 
children,  the  pendulum  in  educa- 
tion was  swinging  to  children's 
freedom  of  action.  Parents  were 
told  they  should  not  inhibit  their 
children's  growth  by  discipline; 
teachers  were  prevented  from  pun- 
ishing their  students;  parents  and 
teachers  gave  complete  liberty  to 
children  who  had  no  idea  what  to 
do  with  it.  Also,  parents  were  too 
busy  with  their  own  pleasures  and 
businesses  to  pay  attention  to  the 


demands  of  their  children  for  their 
companionship. 

Third,  parents  have  failed  to 
recognize  standards  for  the  con- 
duct of  these  youth;  or  recognizing 
them  have  failed  to  meet  them;  or 
have  twisted  them  for  their  own 
benefit.  Only  last  evening  I  heard 
a  professional  man  boast  that  by 
sending  his  children  to  Sunday 
School  he  was  able  to  have  his  Sun- 
day mornings  free  for  golf.  Youth 
see  their  parents  preach  honesty  on 
Sunday  and  take  advantage  of 
sharp  business  practices  during  the 
week.  Parents  preach  patriotism 
and  do  their  best  to  see  that  their 
children  evade  the  draft.  No  won- 
der youth  ask,  "Where  are  we  go- 
ing?" 

Without  a  belief  in  their  Heav- 
enly Father,  they  do  not  know 
what  to  do.  They  find  they  have 
no  knowledge  of  where  to  go.  They 
are  ships  without  compasses,  trav- 
elers without  road  maps,  builders 
without  plans  and  specifications. 

Fourth,  there  is  still  too  much 
teaching  of  the  letter  and  too  little 
living  of  the  spirit  of  the  law.  As 
long  as  our  teachers  try  merely  to 
''cover  the  lesson,"  we  will  still  find 
delinquents  who  can  recite  the  Ten 
Commandments  and  the  Beati- 
tudes, and  who  can  plaster  their 
cells  with  certificates  of  church  at- 
tendance. 

What  can  the  Sunday  School  do 
about  these  problems? 

The  Sunday  School  objective  is 
to  teach  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
to  all  members  of  the  Church.  But 
most  of  the  problem  youth  ob- 
viously stay  away  from  Sunday 
School.  The  first  thing  for  the 
teacher  and  the  superintendent  to 
do,  of  course,  is  to  cooperate  with 
the  bishop  and  the  home  teacher 
through  proper  channels  to  get 
these     wanderers     into      Sunday 


School.  However,  if  we  wait  until 
youth  have  been  absent  continual- 
ly, we  are  too  late.  If  our  teachers 
could  only  realize  the  importance 
of  recognizing  that  first  absence, 
and  doing  something  about  it!  A 
call,  a  visit,  a  postcard  from  the 
teacher  expressing  concern  over  the 
first  absence  may  save  the  child. 
What  if  his  absence  is  justified?  An 
inquiry  of  the  teacher  will  let  him 
know  the  teacher  is  interested  in 
him.  What  if  he  just  happens  to 
stay  away  that  day?  An  inquiry  of 
the  teacher  will  bring  him  back.  If 
there  is  no  inquiry,  he  may  sus- 
pect the  teacher  has  not  missed 
him,  and  so  he  stays  away  a  sec- 
ond week  and  a  third.  That  teacher 
is  most  effective  whose  pupils  know 
he  is  interested  in  them,  not  only 
on  Sunday  but  through  the  week. 

In  the  classroom  the  teacher  will 
remember  that  the  truths  he  is 
presenting  have  value  principally 
as  aids  to  influence  the  conduct  of 
class  members.  The  objective  of 
each  lesson  should  be  first  and 
foremost  the  improvement  of  the 
student's  behavior. 

The  Sunday  School  can  be  most 
effective  in  helping  to  correct  the 
problems  of  youth  by  restoring  to 
them  the  standards  of  belief  and 
ideals  of  conduct  they  need  so 
badly. 

The  greatest  mission  of  the  Sun- 
day School  is  to  generate  faith  in 
God  the  Eternal  Father  and  in  his 
son  Jesus  Christ,  and  through  this 
faith  to  develop  youth  as  working 
instruments  in  the  plan  of  salva- 
tion. Officers  and  teachers  devoted 
to  this  mission  and  sincerely  inter- 
ested in  the  yoimg  people  they  are 
called  to  influence  will  give  them 
the  guidelines  they  are  so  earnestly 
seeking. 

— General  Superintendent 
David  Lawrence  McKay. 
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THE      I  NSTRUCTOR 


Memorized  Recitations 


for  November  1,1970 

The  following  scriptures  should 
be  memorized  by  students  in 
Courses  8  and  10  during  Septem- 
ber and  October  and  recited  in 
unison  during  Sunday  School  wor- 
ship service  on  November  fast  day. 


Course  8: 


Course  10: 


(Jesus  explains  the  importance         (Jesus  encourages  us  to  take  our 

of  baptism.)  questions  and  needs  to  our  Heav- 

"Except  a  man  be  born  of  water     enly  Father  in  prayer,  and  assures 

and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter     us  that  we  will  be  answered.) 

into  the  kingdom  of  God."  "Ask,  and  it  shall  be  given  you; 

— John  3 : 5.     seek,  and  ye  shall  find;  knock,  and 
it  shall  be  opened  unto  you." 

— Matthew  7:7. 


Answers  to  Your  Questions 


The  Dependent  Sunday  Shcool 

Q.  Should  a  dependent  Sunday 
School  be  fully  organized  with  su- 
perintendency,  secretary,  and  fac- 
ulty? ■ — London  Stake. 

A.  Dependent  Sunday  Schools, 
when  they  have  sufficient  person- 
nel, are  organized  as  other  Sunday 
Schools  and  as  outlined  in  the  Sun- 
day School  Handbook,  pages  47-51. 

Q.  To  whom  do  dependent  Sun- 
day Schools  make  their  reports, 
and  in  what  manner? 

— London  Stake. 

A.  Dependent  Sunday  Schools 
should  submit  their  reports  to  the 
ward  or  branch  upon  which  they 
are  dependent,  using  Form  3  and 
filling  it  out  completely.  When  the 
ward  or  branch  secretary  receives 
the  report  from  the  dependent 
Sunday  School,  he  then  merges 
the  figures  for  the  dependent 
branch  with  figures  for  his  own 
ward  or  branch  and  submits  only 
this  one  combined  report  to  the 
stake. 

Stake  and  Ward  Authorities 

Q.  Is  the  "Presentation  of  Au- 
thorities" sheet  prepared  for  sus- 
taining ward  officers  and  teachers 
at  Sunday  School  conference  also 
a  proper  way  to  present  the  stake 
and  ward  authorities? 

— Gridley  Stake. 

A.  The  use  of  this  form  pro- 
vided by  the  Sunday  School  is  left 
to  the  discretion  of  the  stake  pres- 
idency. 


The  Bishop's  Counselor 

Q.  What  Sunday  School  meet- 
ings is  the  bishop's  counselor  re- 
quired to  attend? 

— Weber  Heights  Stake. 

A.  The  Sunday  School  Hand- 
book, page  47,  states,  "The  bishop 
is  responsible  for  the  Sunday 
School  program  in  the  ward."  The 
bishopric  should  indicate  to  the 
superintendency  which  meetings 
the  bishopric  or  one  member  of  the 
bishopric  should  attend.  Bishop 
Vandenberg  has  said  that  the  bish- 
opric should  always  attend  the 
Sunday  School  worship  service.  It 
would  be  very  helpful  if  the  coun- 
selor assigned  to  Sunday  School 
could  attend  faculty  meeting  and 
prayer  meeting  when  possible; 
however,  priesthood  responsibilities 
are  assigned  by  the  Priesthood  and 
not  by  the  Sunday  School. 

Purchasing  Overhead  Projectors 

Q.  Does  the  Presiding  Bishop's 
Office  participate  in  the  purchase 
of  overhead  projectors? 

A.  Church  participation  is  avail- 
able within  certain  limits  for  the 
purchase  of  these  teaching  tools.^ 
It  is  the  bishop's  prerogative  to 
apply  to  the  Church  Building  De- 
partment on  the  regular  "Chapel 
Furnishings  Order  Form"  for  this 
participation. 


^See  "The  Overhead  Projector  in  the  Class- 
room, Part  I,"  The  Instructor,  June,  1969, 
page  208. 


COMING    EVENTS 

September  6, 1970 

Class  Advancement 

(Northern  Hemisphere) 

New  Courses  Begin 


October  2, 3,  4, 1970 
General  Conference 


October  1,2,3, 1970 

>    Sunday  School 
Departmental  Sessions 


October  2, 1970 

Sunday  School  Conference 

(General  Session) 


October  3, 1970 
Administrators  Breakfast* 

*For  stake  Sunday  School  superinten- 
dencies,  stake  presidencies,  and  high 
councilors  representing  Sunday  Schools. 


Course  8: 

Q.  Is  Course  8  included  in  the 
Junior  Sunday  School,  or  is  it  a 
part  of  the  Senior  Sunday  School? 

A.  Course  8  is  a  Senior  Sunday 
School  course. 
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For  Faculty  Meeting  EnrichTnent 

LEARN  THE 

LEARNING 

PROCESS 

by  Darryl  R.  Townsend  and  Jon  Young* 

Do  not  murmur,  my  son,  for  it  is  wisdom  in  me 
that  I  have  dealt  with  you  after  this  manner. 

Behold,  you  have  not  understood;  you  have  sup- 
posed that  I  would  give  it  unto  you,  when  you  took 
no  thought  save  it  was  to  ask  me. 

But,  behold,  I  say  unto  you,  that  you  must  study 
it  out  in  your  mind;  then  you  must  ask  me  if  it  be 
right,  and  if  it  is  right  I  will  cause  that  your  bosom 
shall  burn  within  you;  therefore,  you  shall  feel  that 
it  is  right.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  9:6-8.) 

Judging  from  this  revelation  given  to  Oliver  Cow- 
dery  through  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  it  seems  the 
Prophet's  scribe  had  underestimated  the  task  of 
translating  the  Book  of  Mormon.  Oliver  had  sup- 
posed that  if  he  went  before  the  Lord  and  asked  in 
faith  about  the  translation  he  must  immediately  re- 
ceive a  manifestation.  And  why  not?  The  Lord 
knew  the  meaning  of  the  characters  on  the  gold  plates 
which  he  was  translating.  Why  would  he  not  give 
Oliver  an  immediate  answer? 

Centuries  before  the  experience  of  Oliver  Cow- 
dery,  a  Book  of  Mormon  prophet  was  placed  in  a 
similar  situation  of  having  to  engage  in  some  pre- 
liminary reasoning  before  he  could  receive  help  from 
the  Lord.  The  brother  of  Jared,  after  building  the 
barges  in  which  he  and  his  people  were  to  travel  to 
the  promised  land,  was  concerned  that  there  was  no 
way  to  light  the  vessels.  He  voiced  his  concern  to  the 
Lord:  ".  .  .  Behold,  O  Lord,  wilt  thou  suffer  that  we 
shall  cross  this  great  water  in  darkness?"  (Ether 
2:22.) 

Instead  of  answering  this  plea  directly,  the  Lord 
forced  the  brother  of  Jared  to  accept  the  respon- 
sibility of  studying  the  problem  out  in  his  mind  be- 
fore answering  him.   The  Lord's  reply  was: 

.  .  .  What  will  ye  that  I  should  do  that  ye  may 
have  light  in  your  vessels?  For  behold,  ye  cannot 
have  windows,  for  they  will  be  dashed  in  pieces; 


*  Darryl  Townsend  was  converted  to  the  Church  in  his  teens  and 
later  served  in  the  Central  American  Mission.  With  a  B.A.  in  Spanish 
(1967)  and  an  M.S.  in  counselling  (1969)  from  Brigham  Young  Uni- 
versity, he  currently  teaches  Spanish  in  the  San  Juan  school  district, 
Sacramento,  California.  Jon  Young  completed  a  mission  to  the  Central 
East  States  in  1966.  He  received  a  B.S.  in  psychology  at  Brigham 
Young  University  in  1969  and  is  now  working  on  his  Ph.D. 


neither  shall  ye  take  fire  with  you,  for  ye  shall  not 
go  by  the  light  of  fire.  (Ether  2:23.) 

What  was  the  Lord  trying  to  accomplish  by  pro- 
ceeding in  this  manner?  Could  he  not  have  directed 
the  brother  of  Jared  to  bring  him  some  stones  instead 
of  leaving  him  to  originate  the  idea? 

As  members  of  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints  we  are  continually  reminded  of 
the  importance  of  acquiring  wisdom,  of  gaining  ex- 
perience, and  of  making  correct  decisions.  Perhaps 
the  Lord  would  be  cheating  us  if  he  answered  our 
every  query  without  allowing  us  first  to  think  things 
out.  Perhaps  this  is  the  Lord's  way  of  telling  us  that 
learning  how  to  learn  is  as  important  as  the  knowl- 
edge we  derive  from  the  learning  process.  It  is  quite 
infrequently  that  we  find  a  teacher  who  teaches  his 
students  to  "think  through"  a  principle  or  problem 
as  part  of  the  learning  process. 

Professional  educators  have  recently  developed  a 
teaching  method  known  as  "Inquiry  Training"  that 
attempts  to  instruct  students  in  using  this  procedure. 
Rather  than  being  fed  information,  students  ask  a 
continual  series  of  questions  to  which  the  teacher 
must  be  able  to  answer  "yes"  or  "no."  For  example, 
students  are  presented  with  a  word,  object,  idea, 
etc.,  with  which  they  are  unfamiliar.  Their  task  is 
then  to  formulate  a  hypothesis  or  "study  it  out"  in 
their  minds  and  "ask  ...  if  it  be  right"  by  formulat- 
ing proper  questions.  At  first  it  is  somewhat  difficult 
because  of  the  students'  lack  of  experience  with  this 
method.  But  once  they  acquire  a  proficiency,  it  is 
fascinating  to  see  the  delight  on  their  faces  when 
they  discover  answers  by  their  own  questioning. 

The  complete  process  for  using  Inquiry  Training 
in  Sunday  School  is  as  follows: 

1.  Present  the  gospel  principle,  concept,  or  pro- 
cess to  be  learned. 

2.  Introduce  the  rufes: 

a.  One  person  at  a  time  asks  questions. 

b.  One  person  may  ask  a  series  of  questions. 

c.  Students  ask  only  questions  that  can  be 
answered  "yes"  or  "no." 

d.  Students  are  free  to  stop  the  question- 
ing at  any  time  and  talk  over  what  has 
been  learned. 

3.  Conduct  the  questioning. 

4.  Summarize  by  helping  students  understand 
how  they  could  have  asked  better  questions. 

The  whole  range  of  students  from  Junior  Sunday 
School  to  grandparents  can  benefit  by  accepting  the 
Lord's  counsel  to  Oliver  Cowdery  to  "study  it  out" 
in  their  minds  and  then  "ask  ...  if  it  be  right." 

Learning  the  learning  process  is  exciting  at  any 
age,  in  any  classroom. 
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SHARING 

by  Maevonne  Moench* 

One  afternoon  Debby  was  playing  Fairy  Queen. 
She  was  wearing  her  mother's  shiny  old  pink  slip 
with  an  old  lace  curtain  for  pretty  wings.  She  had 
found  a  string  of  beads  to  use  for  a  belt,  and  she 
tied  some  shiny  paper  on  the  end  of  a  stick  for  a 
wand.  Then  she  took  all  the  dolls  and  stuffed  ani- 
mals out  of  the  toy  box  and  set  them  in  a  row.  "You 
can  be  the  witches  and  the  goblins,"  she  said  to  them. 
"I  will  cast  a  magic  spell  and  change  you  all  into 
frogs.  You  will  go  hop,  hop,  hop  when  I  wave  my 
wand." 

Just  then  little  brother  came  between  Debby  and 
the  stuffed  animals.  He  put  his  arm  around  the  teddy 
bear  and  began  to  walk  away. 

''No!  No!"  cried  Debby.  "That  is  my  goblin!  I 
am  changing  him  into  a  frog!"  She  grabbed  the  teddy 
bear  by  the  head  and  pulled. 

"Mine!  Mine!"  cried  little  brother.  He  pulled  too. 

"No,  you  can't  have  my  goblin!"  shouted  Debby, 
and  she  gave  little  brother  a  push  that  made  him  sit 
down  hard.  He  began  to  cry.  Debby  set  the  teddy 
bear  back  among  the  witches  and  goblins. 


For  Course  3,  lesson  48  (November  29),  "We  Love  Each  Other"; 
for  Course  4,  lesson  9  (November  1),  "Our  Heavenly  Father  Planned 
for  Me  to  Have  a  Father  and  Mother  to  Guide  Me";  for  Course  6, 
lesson  2  (September  13),  "Our  Family";  to  support  family  home  eve- 
ning lessons  8  and  17;  and  of  special  interest  to  all  young  children. 

*Maevonne  Rees  Moench  is  the  wife  of  psychiatrist  Louis  G. 
Moench  and  has  used  her  artistic  talents  extensively  as  illustrator  of 
her  husband's  medical  books.  She  was  alo  a  long-time  artist  for  The 
Children's  Friend,  and  at  one  time  she  wrote,  dramatized,  and  di- 
rected many  original  fairy-tale  presentations  for  Children's  Friend 
of  the  Air,  a  local  television  program,  often  designing  her  own  props 
and  using  her  eight  children  as  actors.  A  graduate  of  the  University 
of  Utah  and  a  former  art  teacher  in  the  public  schools.  Sister  Moench 
currently  serves  as  drama  director  for  the  Valley  View  10th  Ward 
MIA,  Valley  View  (Utah)  Stake. 


Just  then  somebody  gathered  little  brother  up  in 
her  arms  and  held  him  close.  "Don't  cry,  darling," 
said  Mother. 

"Mine!  Mine!"  cried  little  brother. 

"Yes,  it  is  your  teddy  bear,"  said  Mother.  "Now, 
fairy  queen,"  she  said  to  Debby,  "you  must  sit  down 
and  we  will  have  a  little  talk." 

"Mine!  Mine!"  cried  little  brother  Ben. 

"It's  not  a  teddy  bear!"  shouted  Debby.  "It's  a 
goblin!   I'm  changing  it  into  a  frog!" 

"Fairy  queen,"  said  Mother,  "I  know  you  are  a 
kind  fairy.  I  can  tell  by  your  beautiful  wings  that 
you  will  never,  never  do  what  is  wrong.  When  that 
goblin  was  a  teddy  bear,  whose  bear  was  it?" 

"It  was  Ben's,"  said  Debby. 

"Did  you  remember  to  ask  him  if  you  could  bor- 
row his  very  own  teddy  bear  before  you  took  it?" 

"No,"  said  Debby,  "but  I  needed  a  goblin." 

"What  should  you  do,  then?"  asked  Mother. 

Debby  knew.  She  said,  "Ben,  can  I  borrow  your 
teddy  bear?  I  need  him  for  a  goblin." 

"Mine!  Mine!"  cried  Ben. 

"What  must  you  do  now?"  asked  Mother. 

Debby  slowly  took  the  teddy  bear  and  put  it  in 
Ben's  arms.  "I  need  it  for  a  goblin,"  she  said,  begin- 
ning to  cry. 

"Now,"  said  Mother,  "we  will  make  a  goblin." 
Mother  found  a  ball  in  the  toy  box.  She  wrapped  a 
piece  of  old  sheet  around  it  and  tied  it  with  a  string. 
"See,"  said  Mother,  "with  a  colored  crayon  you  can 
draw  a  goblin  face  on  it.  Now  we  will  tie  some  of  the 
sheet  around  a  block  with  another  piece  of  string. 
This  will  be  the  body.  Now  we  will  use  these  ends  of 
the  cloth  for  arms."  And  she  tied  them  up  with 
string.  "And  these  ends  will  be  legs.  You  draw  the 
eyes  and  nose  and  mouth." 

Debby  pinned  an  old  sock  on  him  for  a  hat.  Soon 
Debby  had  a  goblin  of  her  very  own  to  set  beside 
the  dolls  that  were  witches  and  the  stuffed  dog.  She 
waved  her  wand  and  changed  them  all  into  frogs. 

Just  then  little  Ben,  who  had  forgotten  the  teddy 
bear,  came  and  picked  up  the  new  goblin.  "Mine," 
said  Ben. 

"No,  it's  mine!"  cried  Debby.  Then  she  remem- 
bered something.  "You  can  borrow  it  for  a  little 
while,"  she  said  sweetly.  "I  have  already  changed  it 
into  a  frog,  and  it  has  hopped  away  to  swim  in  the 
pond.  If  I  let  you  borrow  my  gobUn,  will  you  let 
me  borrow  your  tedddy  bear  sometime?" 

Little  Ben  picked  up  the  teddy  bear  and  handed 
it  to  Debby. 

"You  can  help  him  learn  to  share  by  sharing  with 
him,"  said  mother.  "You  can  help  me  teach  him  how 
to  be  kind  and  fair." 


Art  by  Maevonne  Moench. 
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Our  Worshipful 
Hyran  Practice 

Senior  Sunday  School  Hymn  for  the  Month  of  November 


Hymn:  "Now  Thank  We  All  Our  God";  author,  Martin 
Rinkart;  composer,  Johann  Cruger.  Hymns — The  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  No.    120. 

This  hymn  is  a  "repeat"  from  last  November;  but 
it  has  been  used  very  little  since  that  time.  One  of 
the  strong  recommendations  made  in  these  pages 
month  after  month  is  that  the  hymns  reviewed  each 
month  be  used  frequently  in  subsequent  services  until 
a  vast  store  of  hymnody  is  ours.  Congregations  can 
and  do  find  the  learning  of  new  material  stimulating 
and  exciting  under  the  guidance  of  an  enthusiastic 
and  sensitive  director.  It  takes  such  a  person  to 
teach  material  which  has  heretofore  been  little  known 
and  to  make  it  welcome  again  and  again.  The  old 
adage  "familiarity  breeds  contempt"  does  not  apply 
to  the  singing  of  hynms.  Many  performances  of  a 
good  hymn  only  serve  to  endear  it  more  to  the 
singers. 

This  hymn  definitely  merits  repeated  perfor- 
mances! Built  upon  the  traditional  choral  idea  of 
short,  even  phrases,  it  has  had  wide  acceptance,  hav- 
ing been  used  upon  numerous  occasions  of  national 
rejoicing  throughout  Christendom.  And  although 
both  its  author  and  composer  spent  their  lives  in 
Germany  during  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  the  hymn  has  a  vigor  and  hearty  character 
which  seem  literally  to  speak  to  us  of  the  strength 
of  new  world  pioneers.  But  limiting  its  use  to  the 
month  when  Americans  or  the  people  of  any  nation 


celebrate  the  feast  of  thanksgiving  imposes  restric- 
tions which  the  hymn  does  not  deserve.  Most  Sun- 
days throughout  the  year  would  be  appropriate  times 
for  its  singing,  since  our  thankfulness  is  pronounced 
from  the  pulpit  each  week,  or  should  be,  and  from 
our  hearts  each  day. 

A  few  years  ago  when  I  was  fortunate  enough  to 
be  in  a  worship  service  with  a  small  group  of  German 
Latter-day  Saints,  I  was  impressed  not  only  with  the 
beauty  of  their  singing  but  with  the  hymns  they 
sang.  The  stalwart  nature  of  this  music  lives  with 
me  yet,  together  with  the  conviction  and  fervor  with 
which  it  was  sung.  I  was  deeply  moved  by  the 
realization  that  these  good  people — a  tiny  number 
of  worshippers  who  clung  to  their  convictions  in  a  city 
largely  obhvious  to  anything  religious — were  unified 
in  this  outpouring  of  their  spirits;  and  in  these  hymns 
of  such  inherent  beauty  they  found  eloquent  expres- 
sion and  peace  of  soul.  Those  hymns  were  of  the  same 
type  as  this  month's  practice  hymn,  and  few  people 
who  become  acquainted  with  them  fail  to  love  and 
appreciate  them.  Ward  music  directors  could  help 
make  those  times  of  appreciation  more  frequent! 

The  conducting  of  this  hymn  should  be  carefully 
worked  out.  It  employs  frequent  use  of  the  fermata 
(hold),  and  this  is  a  stumbling-block  to  many  con- 
ductors. The  Guidebook  for  Conductors  (pages  30, 
31)  deals  with  this  at  some  length.  Suffice  it  to  say 
here  that  the  hymn  employs  two  kinds  of  conduct- 


Organ  Music  To  Accompany  November  Sacrament  Gems 


November  Sacrament  Gems 
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Senior  Sunday  School 

"And  ye  shall  know  the  truth, 
and  the  truth  shall  make  you 
free."^ 


Junior  Sunday  School 

"Let  us  love  one  another:   for 
love  is  of  God."- 


iJohn  8:32. 
n  John  4:7. 
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ing  approaches — one  in  which  the  fermata  is  dealt 
with  as  a  continuing  movement,  although  somewhat 
slower  than  the  average  beat;  and  another  in  which 
the  fermata  is  dealt  with  as  a  release,  in  which  the 
hand  and  baton  make  a  circular  motion  before  the 
music  continues.  Remember,  however,  that  the  fer- 
mata in  this  type  of  music  does  not  indicate  a  lengthy 


pause;  it  is  intended  only  to  indicate  the  conclusion 
of  the  phrase. 

With  this  hymn,  as  with  others,  the  organist 
must  be  aware  of  the  text,  singing  with  the  organ, 
phrasing  with  the  singers,  detaching  slightly  between 
the  quarter  notes  so  that  the  hymn's  stalwart  nature 
may  shine  through.    And  remember,  no  tremolo. 

— Ralph  Woodward. 


Junior  Sunday  School  Music  Period  for  the  Month  of  November 


Songs:  Choose  and  Review. 

Of  immediate  concern  to  Junior  Sunday  School 
conductors  and  accompanists  is  the  preparation  of 
music  for  the  Christmas  program  on  December  20th. 
If  the  music  is  to  be  thoroughly  familiar  to  the  chil- 
dren by  Christmas,  the  familiarization  process  must 
begin  in  November,  especially  with  those  songs  which 
are  new  to  them. 

The  program  outlined  by  the  special  programs 
committee  requires  the  following  numbers: 

"We  Wish  You  a  Merry  Christmas,"  Sing  With 
Me,  page  F-8. 

"0  Come  Little  Children,"  (see  following  page) 

"Hosannah,"  Sing  With  Me,  page  F-15. 

"Away  in  a  Manger,"  Sing  With  Me,  page  F-1  or 
F-2. 

"Christmas  Night,"  Sing  With  Me,  page  F-6. 

"The  Family  at  Christmas,"  (see  following  pages) 

"Silent  Night,"  Hymns — The  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  No.  160. 

"0  Come  Little  Children"  and  "The  Family  at 
Christmas"  are  probably  best  begun  in  November,  as 
they  are  the  least  likely  to  be  familiar.  Let  us  prac- 
tice these  two  songs  and  see  how  the  Sunday  School's 
teaching  procedures — lesson  objective  stated  in  be- 
havioral terms;  pre-assessment;  show-discuss-apply 
steps;  evaluation — work  in  a  musical  context. 

'The  Family  at  Christmas" 

Behavior  Objective:  Each  child  will  join  in  group 
singing  of  "The  Family  at  Christmas"  with  confi- 
dence and  security,  expressing  visibly  his  under- 
standing of  the  music  and  text. 

Pre-assessment:  Not  applicable,  as  no  children 
will  know  the  song. 

Show:  (Initially  we  will  learn  only  the  chorus, 
adding  verses  on  subsequent  Sundays.)  Ask  children 
to  decide,  as  accompanist  plays  the  chorus  only 
(their  first  hearing),  whether  this  music  seems  to 
be  a  quiet  sacrament  hymn,  a  piece  to  march  to,  or 
a  piece  which  expresses  great  joy. 

Discuss:  Have  the  children  express  their  decisions 
and  discuss  them. 


Show:  Without  telling  the  answer,  let  the  con- 
ductor or  someone  else  prepared  in  advance  sing  the 
words  (children's  second  hearing). 

Discuss:  Let  the  children  discuss  clues  heard  in 
the  words.  Was  their  first  idea  right?  Help  them  get 
the  feehng  for  the  meaning  of  "splendor,"  "joy." 

Show:  Ask  children  to  listen  once  more  (their 
third  hearing) .  Decide  why  the  singer  of  this  song  is 
singing  with  "joy."  What  special  baby  boy  is  this 
song  about?  How  do  we  know?  Why  do  we  still 
celebrate  with  joy  the  birth  of  a  child  bom  two 
thousand  years  ago? 

Show:  Have  the  children  listen  once  more  (their 
fourth  hearing)  to  the  words  of  the  chorus. 

Apply:  Have  the  children  sing  with  the  soloist 
this  time.  Help  them  with  trouble  spots.  If  their 
singing  is  strong,  challenge  them  to  listen  once  more 
to  the  soloist  (their  fifth  hearing)  and  then  sing 
alone.  Help  them  with  weak  spots,  then  let  them 
sing  it  again.  On  subsequent  Sundays,  when  verses 
are  being  learned,  challenge  small  groups  of  children 
or  even  individuals  to  sing  the  chorus  alone  (thus 
providing  even  more  hearings  for  the  slower  learners) . 

Evaluation:  Each  child  should  be  able  to  join  the 
group  in  singing  "The  Family  at  Christmas"  with 
confidence  and  security,  expressing  his  understand- 
ing of  the  musical  and  textual  meaning. 

"O  Come  Little  Children" 

With  its  limited  range  and  repeated  motives,  this 
tune  lends  itself  naturally  to  the  use  of  conduit  bells. 

Lesson  objective:  Any  child  will  be  able  to  play 
one  of  the  bell  pitches  as  it  recurs  in  the  song. 

Pre-assessment:  Transposition  from  the  printed 
key  of  E-flat  to  the  bell  key  of  C  via  number  nota- 
tion will  be: 


Original  Key: 


Eb      F      G     Ab      B^ 
12      3      4        5 


C      D      Eb 

6      7      8 


Transposed  key  for  bells: 

C     D 


E      F        G        ABC 

(Concluded  on  following  page.) 
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JUNIOR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  MUSIC  PERIOD  FOR  THE  MONTH   OF   NOVEMBER      (Concluded  from  preceding  page.) 


Prepare  the  conduit  bells  in  a  C -scale  arrangement. 


Sing: 


G      G       E      G       G       E 
O  come  lit  -  tie      chil  -  dren. 


Ask  a  volunteer  to  find  the  bell  which  sounds  the 
same  as  the  starting  pitch  (G).  The  degree  of  his 
trouble  or  ease  will  provide  assessment  of  his  aware- 
ness of  pitch.  Sing  the  same  words  again,  slowly. 
Ask  another  child  to  find  the  other  pitch  needed  (E) . 
Ask  two  more  children  to  come  up  and  pick  out  the 
F  and  E  pitches  that  follow  to  complete  the  phrase. 
When  this  is  done  you  have  a  bell  accompaniment 
for  "O  Come  one  and  all." 

G      F       D  F        E 

O    come    one     and    all! 

Show:  Have  the  four  children  play  this  entire 
first  phrase.  Have  the  Sunday  School  sing  with  them 
as  soon  as  they  can  play  the  first  and  second  phrases. 

Discuss:  Have  children  discover,  by  listening  and 
by  watching  the  first  half  of  the  song  played  on  the 
bells,  that  the  second  phrase  is  a  direct  repetition  of 
the  first  phrase. 

Show:  Have  the  children  play  the  third  phrase: 

EDDDFFE        E        EEA 

And  see  what  the  Fa-ther  from  Heav'n  high  a-bove 


Discuss:  Have  the  children  experiment  and  dis- 
cover one  more  tone  (A)  that  is  needed  to  complete 
the  phrase. 

Show-Discuss:  Do  similarly  with  tfie  last  phrase, 
adding  the  high  C  to  complete  "to-night." 

Apply:  Have  children  play,  at  first  under  your 
direction  but  finally  with  little  or  no  help,  the  entire 
melody.  While  some  children  play  the  bells,  have  all 
the  children  sing: 

EDDDFFFE         EEA 

O  come,  lit-tle  chil-dren,  O  come,  one  and  all 

GGEGGEGFDF        E 
0  come   to   the  cra-dle   in  Beth-le-hem's   stall! 

EDDDFFE        E        EEA 
And  see  what  the  Fa-ther  from  Heav'n  high  a-bove 

AG       GGCGEF       EDC 
Has  sent  us  to-night  as       a  proof  of  His  love. 

Evaluation:  The  children  should  be  able  to  play 
the  melody,  one  child  on  each  bell  of  the  C-major 
scale,  showing  the  lesson  objective  is  achieved. 


— D.  Evan  Davis. 


O  Corae  Little  Clilldren 


English  Version  Anonymous 


Melody  by  J.  Schulz 
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The  Family  at  Clirlstraas 


(QUIET,  AS  DISTANT  BELLS) 


Words  and  music  by  D.  EVAN  DAVIS 
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COURSE  3 

Answers 
to  Your 

Questions 


PART   I 

by  Barbara  Vance 

Question: 

Why  should  three-year-olds  be  dismissed  from 

the  worship  service  in  Junior  Sunday  School  imme- 
diately following  the  sacrament?  They  sit  quietly 
with  their  arms  folded  during  the  inspirational  pre- 
sentation and  are  the  best  participants  during  song 
practice. 

Answer: 

Children  learn  by  doing  and  saying.  The  program 

of  the  Junior  Sunday  School  has  been  planned  to 
maximize  the  amount  of  doing  and  saying  during 
Sunday  School  by  each  child.  From  the  beginning 
of  the  worship  service  through  the  sacrament  each 
three-year-old  has  had  the  opportunity  to  sing  three 
songs  with  the  other  children  (opening  song, 
prayer  song,  sacrament  song),  repeat  the  sacrament 
gem,  and  partake  of  the  sacrament.  Following  the 
sacrament,  the  inspirational  presentation  and  music 
period  are  planned  for  the  children  four  years  old 
and  older. 

Lessons  in  the  Course  3  manual  are  designed  for 
a  longer  class  period  than  that  of  the  older  children 
in  order  to  provide  doing  and  saying  activities  re- 
lated to  the  maturity  level  of  three-year-olds.  Threes 
may  sit  quietly  during  the  inspirational  presentation, 
but  because  of  their  immature  stage  of  language  de- 
velopment it  is  unlikely  that  they  understand  enough 
of  what  is  being  said  to  learn  as  much  as  they  could 
in  a  class  where  the  teacher  has  prepared  special 
activities  for  them. 

There  are  song  suggestions  in  each  lesson  in  the 
Course  3  manual.  These  songs  are  more  appropriate 
for  three-year-olds  than  those  sung  during  the  music 
period  in  the  worship  service. 

Question: 

Most  of  the  Course  3  teachers  in  the  wards  are 
not  musicians  and  therefore  leave  out  the  songs  sug- 
gested for  each  lesson  in  the  Course  3  manual.  Isn't 


it  better  for  the  children  to  participate  in  the  music 
period  during  worship  service  than  to  have  no  music 
period  at  all? 

Answer: 

The  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  Junior  Sun- 
day School  conductor  include  aiding  individual  teach- 
ers with  suggested  musical  experiences  in  the  class- 
rooms. The  Course  3  teacher  should  work  with  the 
conductor  in  planning  musical  experiences  for  each 
lesson.  After  the  music  period  in  worship  service 
the  conductor  can  visit  the  Course  3  classroom  to 
direct  the  musical  portion  of  the  lesson.  Many  of 
the  same  musical  techniques  suggested  in  The  In- 
structor each  month  for  Junior  Sunday  School  con- 
ductors during  the  music  period  can  be  utilized  in  the 
Course  3  classroom  with  the  songs  suggested  in  the 
Course  3  manual.  The  conductor  can  also  train  the 
teacher  to  conduct  more  and  more  of  these  musical 
experiences  in  the  classroom,  as  the  teacher  plans 
with  and  watches  the  example  set  by  the  conductor. 

Question: 

Our  meetinghouse  has  three  wards  using  the 
building.  As  a  result  of  the  crowded  meeting  sched- 
ule no  rooms  are  available  for  use  by  Junior  Sunday 
School  classes  until  the  end  of  the  worship  service. 
How  can  we  dismiss  Course  3  immediately  after  the 
sacrament  service  when  the  Course  3  classroom  is 
being  used  by  another  ward? 

Answer: 

Many  bishops  are  not  aware  of  the  need  for  dis- 
missal of  Course  3  children  immediately  following 
the  sacrament  in  the  Junior  Sunday  School  worship 
service.  Often,  when  the  ward  superintendent  fully 
explains  this  program  to  the  bishop's  counselor  as- 
signed to  the  Sunday  School,  who  in  turn  communi- 
cates the  information  to  the  bishop,  a  way  can 
be  found  to  make  a  Course  3  classroom  available 
immediately  after  the  sacrament.  This  means  corre- 
lation among  the  various  wards  using  the  same  meet- 
inghouse. 

Bishops  who  have  received  appropriate  communi- 
cation from  the  ward  Sunday  School  superintendents 
through  their  counselors  assigned  to  the  Sunday 
School  make  every  effort  to  provide  effective  learn- 
ing environments  for  the  children  in  their  wards. 
With  the  permission  of  their  bishops  and  interested 
members  or  nonmembers  of  the  Church,  some  ward 
Junior  Sunday  Schools  have  been  able  to  use  homes 
near  the  meetinghouse  as  classrooms  for  Course  3 
until  suitable  facilities  could  be  made  available  at  the 
church. 

A  kit  entitled  "And  Forbid  Them  Not,"  contain- 
ing a  20-minute  audiotape  and  filmstrip  and  discus- 
sion guide,  is  available  to  ward  and  stake  Sunday 
(Concluded  on  following  page.) 
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Schools  from  the  General  Church  Distribution  Cen- 
ter, 33  Richards  St.,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  84111, 
for  the  purchase  price  of  $2.75.  (Order  No.  UH'226.) 
This  kit  describes  some  of  the  classroom  environ- 
ment problems  of  Course  3  in  many  wards  and  pro- 
vides specific  suggestions  for  developing  an  effective 
learning  environment  for  children  in  Course  3.  The 
kit  has  been  prepared  for  the  use  of  all  those  re- 
sponsible for  developing  such  a  learning  environment. 

NOTICE  TO  COURSE  3  TEACHERS  AND 
JUNIOR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  COORDINATORS 

A  30-minute  color  film,  "My  Father  Loves  Me,"  illus- 
trating a  model  lesson  in  Course  3,  is  now  available  for 
rental.  Coordinators  are  encouraged  to  use  this  film  in  work 
socials  for  ward  Junior  Sunday  School  workers.  Though  the 
film  relates  to  Course  3,  the  principles  of  teaching  illustrated 
in  the  film  are  the  same  for  all  classes  in  the  Junior  Sunday 
School. 

The  film  can  be  ordered  from  Deseret  Book  Company, 
Film  Department,  44  East  South  Temple,  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah  84111;  or  from  Brigham  Young  University,  Educa- 
tional Media  Services,  Provo,  Utah  84601.  The  rental  fee 
of  $5.00  (plus  shipping  charges)  covers  one  showing  of  the 
film,  a  film  discussion  guide,  film  question  sheets,  a  lesson 
plan  for  the  lesson  used  in  the  film,  and  a  film  evaluation 
form. 


Lessons  are  prepared  at  their  level  of  understanding. 


Library   File  Reference:   TEACHING;   JUNIOR    SUNDAY   SCHOOL. 
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HOLD  UP 
FROM  BELOW^ 


by  Lael  J.  Woodbury* 

At  what  point  in  time  does  apostasy  begin?  At 
what  precise  Tnoment  do  we  learn  to  swim  or 
ride  a  bicycle?  We  may  have  practiced  for 
months,  but  there  is  a  moment — a  crucial  Tno- 
ment — that  divides  knowing  from  not  knowing, 
swimming  from  sinking,  believing  from  dis- 
believing. 


The   Essence  of  Apostasy 

Although  other  events  always  precede  it,  the  act 
of  apostasy  is  brief.  Before  that  moment,  a  man 
sustains  and  elevates  himself  and  his  church;  after- 
ward, he  depresses  and  degrades  both. 

Whatever  happened  at  Kirtland?  When  the  tem- 
ple was  dedicated  the  building  was  crowded  for  days 
as  the  saints  savored  the  sweet  love  of  Jesus  Christ. 
It  shone  with  holy  light.  The  Savior,  Moses,  Elijah, 
and  angels  visited  there.  Possibly  never  again  in  the 
Church  were  there  so  many  overt  spiritual  manifes- 
tations. Yet  within  months  five  of  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve  and  half  of  the  Kirtland  membership  had 
apostatized.^ 

Many  Nephite  Christians,  too,  failed  in  their 
commitments  by  inhibiting,  because  of  their  imper- 
fect sustaining  power,  their  Savior's  ability  to  love 
and  teach.  Jesus  found  it  impossible  to  purify  those 
without  faith,  and  petitioned  his  Father  "not  for 
the  world,  but  for  those  whom  thou  hast  given  me 
out  of  the  world,  because  of  their  faith."  (3  Nephi 
19:29.) 

Today  we  are  enjoined  against  evil  speaking  of 
the  Lord's  anointed.  How  can  we  reconcile  our  prom- 
ise in  this  regard  with  criticism  of  the  bishop,  the 
home  teacher,  the  MIA  drama  director?  Who  are  the 
Lord's  anointed,  if  not  they?  And  is  there  merely  a 
vague  relationship  between  criticism  and  the  pro- 
cesses of  apostasy,  or  is  criticism  the  very  essence  of 
apostasy?  Joseph  Smith  wrote: 

.  .  .  That  man  who  rises  up  to  condemn  others, 
finding  fault  with  the  Church,  saying  that  they  are 
out  of  the  way,  while  he  himself  is  righteous,  then 
know  assuredly,  that  that  man  is  in  the  high  road  to 


^Clarence  L.  Fields,  History  of  the  Kirtland  Temple  (Brigham 
Young   University    thesis,    August,    1963),    pages    72,    73. 

For  Course  18,  lesson  8  (November  8),  "Promises  to  Keep";  for 
Course  28,  lessons  8  and  9  (November  1,  8),  "Failure  to  Heed  the 
Warning  Voice"  and  "Obedience  to  God's  Commands";  for  Course  30, 
lessons  9  gnd  10  (November  15,  22),  "Authority  Restored"  and  "Re- 
gional,  Stake,   and   Ward   Authorities";    and    of   general    interest. 


apostasy;  and  if  he  does  not  repent,  will  apostatize, 
as  God  lives. ^ 

To  Sustain 

Of  course  we  never  mean  not  to  sustain  the  Lord's 
anointed.  But  what  does  sustain  mean?  If  Jesus 
Christ  cannot  work  well  through  those  who  do  not 
sustain  him,  how  we  must  cripple  our  contemporary 
leaders  when  we  deny  them  love,  perfect  faith,  and 
absolute  sustainment! 

Sustain:  The  word  suggests  a  useful  image.  From 
Sus,  meaning  "under,"  and  tain,  from  the  Latin  verb 
tenere,  "to  hold,"  we  picture  the  act  of  holding  up 
from  below.  And  that  is  what  we  do  when  we  sustain 
— ^we  hold  up  from  below.  How  superbly  the  saints 
"held  up"  the  Restored  Church  when  they  left  Nau- 
voo.  They  were  never  more  spiritual — never  more 
beautiful  than  in  those  piteous  days.  "The  tithing  is 
coming  in  in  increasing  quantities"  state  the  ledgers 
of  that  time.  When  fully  sustained,  the  Church  and 
its  people  are  invincible. 

Sustain  witliout  Reservation 

In  truth  there  is  a  tangible  bond  between  the 
supported  and  he  who  supports.  Because  Peter  sus- 
tained him  in  faith  as  the  Son  of  God,  Jesus  could 
give  Peter  power  to  walk  upon  water.  (See  Matthew 
14:25-36.)  Soldiers  love  even  those  leaders  who  order 
them  into  battle  because  they  triumph  together. 

Missionaries  too  know  of  the  power  of  sustaining, 

or  of  being  sustained  by  others.   When  no  one  will 

listen,  when  rudely  reminded  that  no  one  wants  his 

message,  the  missionary  realizes  that  he  will  never 

{Concluded  on  page  347.) 

*Lael  J.  Woodbury  took  his  PhD  at  the  University  of  Illinois  in 
1954  and  is  currently  assistant  dean  of  the  College  of  Fine  Arts  and 
Communications  at  Brigham  Young  University  and  vice  president 
of  the  Arts  Council  of  Central  Utah.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
YMMIA  general  board  and  at  present  serves  as  a  high  councilor 
in  the  East  Sharon  (Utah)  Stake.  His  wife  is  Margaret  Woodbury; 
the  couple  have  four  children  and  are  members  of  the  Oak  Hills 
First  Ward. 

''Docum.entary  History   of   the  Church,  Vol.  3,   page   385, 
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Children  Are 
Different 


by  Robert  H.  Burgoyne' 


Johnny  was  a  very  active  boy.  Some  might  even 
have  called  him  hyperactive.  He  climbed  up  and 
fell  out  of  his  crib  at  age  seven  months.  He  was  walk- 
ing at  eight  months.  His  curiosity  seemed  insatiable. 
His  parents  delighted  in  their  precocious  child. 

"He'll  be  a  great  electrical  engineer,"  boasted  his 
proud  father,  as  he  saved  him  from  electrocution 
by  jerking  the  scissors  from  the  outlet.  (Johnny  had 
reached  the  scissors  by  climbing  to  the  top  of  the 
bookcase.) 

The  mother,  equally  delighted,  said,  "I  had  to 
chase  him  all  over  the  house  to  get  his  pants  on  him. 
He'll  be  a  great  track  star." 

Mary,  on  the  other  hand  was  a  quiet  girl.  Some 
might  even  have  called  her  withdrawn.  She  would  lie 
for  hours  in  her  crib  giggling  and  gooing  and  watch- 
ing the  mobile.  Her  mother  would  leave  her  on  the 
kitchen  table  until  she  was  10  months  old  and  she 
would  not  fall  off.  She  did  not  walk  until  13  months. 

Her  mother  often  remarked,  "She's  the  best 
baby.  She  never  causes  me  any  trouble." 

The  proud  father  said,  "She's  a  lover — and  so 
affectionate." 

These  two  normal  children  were  lucky.  They  were 
very  different,  yet  both  were  accepted. 

Now  contrast  the  above  responses  with  the  reac- 
tions of  parents  who  could  not  accept  these  children. 

Johnny's  normal  activity  was  looked  upon  as 
irritating. 

"Can't  he  stay  where  I  put  him?" 

"He'll  be  the  death  of  me  yet!" 

"If  he  runs  from  me  once  more,  I'll  blister  him." 

Or,  in  the  case  of  Mary:  "She  must  be  retarded 
to  lie  there  like  that." 

"Why  doesn't  she  walk  as  soon  as  the  kid  next 
door?" 

"I'll  prod  her;  maybe  then  she'll  move!" 
Obviously  the  two  normal  children  just  men- 
tioned could  not  feel  accepted.  They  acted  in  exactly 
the  same  way  as  the  first  Johnny  and  Mary  but  they 
could  never  do  anything  right.  Self-confidence  could 
not  develop.  They  were  failures  from  the  start. 

The   Principle  of  Acceptance 

This  illustrates  an  important  principle.  In  order 
to  treat  children  fairly,  one  does  not  necessarily  treat 
them  the  same. 


Art  by  Dale  Kilbourn. 


For  Course  16,  lesson  7  (November  1),  "Why  Is  a  Family?"  for 
Course  26,  lesson  H  (November  1),  "Making  a  House  a  Home";  for 
Course  28,  lesson  11  (November  22),  "Parental  Concern";  to  support 
family  home  evening  lesson  11;  and  of  general  interest. 

*  Robert  H.  Burgoyne  is  a  psychiatrist  and  physician,  practicing 
both  privately  and  as  a  staff  member  of  the  LDS  and  Primary  Chil- 
dren's Hospitals  in  Salt  Lake  City.  He  took  his  medical  degrees  at 
Cornell  University  Medical  College  and  at  the  University  of  Southern 
California  and  is  a  former  member  of  the  Lions  and  Rotary  Clubs. 
Brother  Burgoyne  is  married  to  Beulah  Daines;  the  couple  have  four 
children  and  are  members  of  Ensign  (Utah)  Stake,  Ensign  Fifth  Ward, 
where  he  currently  teaches  Sunday  School. 
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Children  are  born  with  certain  characteristics. 
Others  are  learned.  A  parent  must  observe  his  child 
and  if  the  characteristics  are  not  abnormal,  accept 
them  as  part  of  the  child.  They  can  perhaps  be 
modified,  but  not  through  rejection  of  the  child. 

Mrs.  Jones  had  three  children  ages  8,  10,  and  12 
years.  Whenever  she  bought  one  a  gift  she  always 
bought  each  of  the  others  a  gift.  She  even  tried  to 
buy  gifts  that  cost  the  same.  The  children  soon 
caught  on  and  were  heard  to  say,  "You  bought  some- 
thing for  her.  Where's  mine?"  They  all  felt  picked  on 
if  gifts  were  not  equal  in  number  and  worth.  The 
mother  was  constantly  anxious  over  her  ability  to 
satisfy  them  all.  She  did  not  realize  that  children's 
needs  are  different.  One  may  need  something  now, 
another  may  need  something  later.  One  may  need  a 
10-cent  item  now,  while  another  needs  a  dollar  item. 
Children  will  learn  very  young  the  wisdom  of  this, 
A  wise  parent  can  make  sure  that  over  a  period  of 
time  no  child  is  pampered  or  slighted. 

The   Needs  of  Our  Children 

The  problem  of  time  spent  with  each  child  can 
follow  the  same  rule.  Different  children  at  different 
stages  of  life  require  varying  amounts  of  time  spent 
with  them  by  their  parents.  Trying  to  spend  the 
same  amount  of  time  with  each  child  each  day  will 
be  an  untenable  burden  and  very  unnecessary.  Chil- 
dren will  very  early  learn  the  fairness  of  time  as 
needed  if  the  parent  is  not  anxious  about  equal  time 
himself.  Often  it  is  the  parent's  need  to  "be  fair" 
or  to  "be  liked"  that  causes  the  kind  of  binds  des-- 
cribed  above.  The  parent  may  feel  insecure  as  to  his 


own  ability  to  judge  the  individual  needs  of  his  chil- 
dren and  hence  take  the  "easy  way"  of  absolute 
equal  treatment,  only  to  find  much  more  difficulty 
developing  later.  A  parent  who  wishes  to  understand 
his  child's  needs  must  first  understand  his  own.  Is 
it  the  father's  need  to  have  a  child  who  will  look  like 
a  track  star?  Is  it  the  mother's  need  to  have  a  quiet 
baby?  As  one  lives  with  and  becomes  involved  with 
his  children,  he  must  continually  use  his  judgment 
and  ask  himself,  "What  does  he  need  from  me  right 
now?"  A  parent  must  also  ask,  "Are  my  needs  inter- 
fering with  those  of  my  child?" 

There  is  of  course  a  danger  that  some  parents 
may  use  the  above  thinking  to  rationalize  the  giving 
of  time  or  material  things  to  a  favorite  child  because 
"he  needs  it  more."  Obviously  this  is  a  parental 
problem  which  requires  correction;  it  can  damage  the 
favorite  child  and  the  other  children  as  well. 

Whether  it  be  in  accepting  behavior,  giving  gifts, 
or  spending  time,  parents  need  to  realize  that  chil- 
dren are  not  alike  and  their  needs  are  different.  Do 
not  try  to  compare  them  or  make  them  ahke. 

You   Have  the  Judgment 

In  most  cases  children  are  born  normal.  They 
learn  bad  behavior  after  birth.  If  what  is  desirable 
behavior  is  accepted  and  what  is  undesirable  ignored, 
the  bad  behavior  will  usually  extinguish  itself.  Get 
to  know  your  child  and  you  will  love  him.  Recognize 
your  own  needs  and  you  can  soon  recognize  his  with- 
out yours  interfering.  You  have  the  judgment,  go 
ahead. 
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HOLD   UP   FROM    BELOW      (Concluded  from  page  345.) 

succeed  if  success  is  determined  by  those  who  reject 
him. 

At  that  moment,  often  in  despair,  he  invites  sus- 
tainment.  At  that  moment  he  begins  to  fast,  to  pray, 
to  summon  sustainment  by  his  parents,  his  presi- 
dent, his  companion,  by  all  in  the  world  who  love  him. 
And  then,  fortified  by  collective  sustaining  power,  he 
finds  the  circumstance,  the  language,  the  spirit  by 
which  he  can  interest  others  in  his  message. 

There  may  be  times  when  we  cannot  sustain. 
Then  we  have  only  to  be  honest.  If  we  cannot  sus- 
tain, if  we  cannot  "hold  up  from  below"  a  leader 
proposed  for  office,  we  have  our  reasons.  But  if,  after 
investigation,  we  find  our  reasons  are  not  valid,  then 
we  owe  it  to  our  leaders,  and  especially  to  our  Lord 
and  to  ourselves,  to  sustain  without  reservation,  to 
permit  no  compromise  of  the  free  giving  of  our  time, 
efforts,  influence,  and  means.  According  to  President 
Joseph  F.  Smith: 


There  never  should  be  a  day  pass  but  all  the 
people  composing  the  Church  should  lift  up  their 
voices  in  prayer  to  the  Lord  to  sustain  his  servants 
who  are  placed  to  preside  over  them.  .  .  .  These  men 
should  have  the  faith  of  the  people  to  sustain  them 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  in  order  that  they 
may  be  strong  in  the  Lord.  .  .  .^ 

Strong  in  the  Lord  too  is  he  who  sustains  with- 
out reservation.  For  we  are  sustained  by  sustaining, 
we  receive  by  giving,  we  are  strengthened  by 
strengthening,  we  find  by  losing.  How  pathetic  it  is 
to  promise  and  not  to  give!  How  vast  our  misunder- 
standing of  spiritual  laws  when  we  fail  to  see  that 
only  as  we  give  ourselves  to  Christ  do  we  receive  him! 


^Quoted  in  A  Brief  Statement  of  The  Principles  of  The  Gospel; 
The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  Salt  Lake  City.  Utah, 
1943;  page  26. 
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RECOGNITION 

One  of  the  characteristics  of  human  beings  every- 
where is  that  they  want  recognition.  For  Tnany  of 
us,  this  wish  for  recognition  takes  the  form  of  de- 
siring acceptance  from  other  human  beings.  Some- 
times this  desire  is  so  strong  in  us  that  we  disobey 
important  moral  principles  in  the  hope  of  maintain- 
ing the  goodwill  of  the  group.  Or  we  may  conceal 
our  true  feelings  or  refuse  to  defend  a  righteous 
cause  for  the  same  reason. 


by  Reed  H.  Bradford 


Have  you  ever  been  in  a  situation  where: 

1.  An  important  hostess  offered  everyone  a  drink 
containing  alcohol  and  everyone  accepted  the  drink 
except  you? 

2.  You  were  in  a  group  and  everyone  else  began 
to  tell  off-color  jokes? 

3.  Two  or  three  very  strong  and  popular  individ- 
uals in  an  important  group  began  to  denounce  some 
other  ethnic  group? 

4.  The  group  began  talking  in  a  negative  way 
about  some  individual  in  school  because  he  was  dif- 
ferent? 

What  does  one  do  under  these  circumstances? 

Recognition  obtained  in  the  right  way  is  a  very 
commendable  thing.  Let  us  consider  three  different 
types  of  righteous  recognition. 

1.    The  approval  of  one's  own  soul. 

Every  person  bom  on  earth  is  accompanied  by 
"the  true  light  that  lighteth  every  man  that  cometh 
into  the  world."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  93:2.)  If 
we  seek  for  it  and  meet  the  necessary  conditions,  we 
may  further  develop  this  spiritual  influence  through- 
out our  lives.  We  may  ask  for  inspiration.  If  we 
are  baptized  under  the  proper  authority  and  honestly 
seek  to  live  the  principles  of  the  Lord,  we  may  re- 
ceive the  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghost: 

. .  .  /  will  tell  you  in  your  mind  and  in  your  heart, 
by  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  shall  come  upon  you  and 


For  Course  14,  lesson  7  (November  1),  "God's  Character";  for 
Course  18,  lesson  10  (November  22),  "A  Guide  to  All  Truth";  for 
Course  26,  lesson  17  (November  29),  "Learning  to  Love";  to  support 
family  home  evening  lesson  17,  and  of  general  interest. 


which  shall  dwell  in  your  heart.  (Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants 8:2.) 

It  is  a  divine,  joyful,  peaceful  feeling  to  know 
that  we  have  been  true  to  this  influence.  This  is  the 
kind  of  integrity  that  will  mean  the  greatest  fulfill- 
ment to  our  souls. 

2.    The  righteous  approval  of  others. 

Since  all  individuals  are  the  children  of  the  same 
Father  in  heaven,  it  is  desirable  for  each  person  to 
have  a  righteous  place  in  the  lives  of  others.  Our 
goal  for  others  is  to  assist  them  in  attaining  the 
destiny  desired  for  them  by  our  Heavenly  Father. 
If  this  is  our  motive,  we  are  saddened  when  others 
sin,  but  not  resentful  of  them. 

.  .  .  But  of  you  it  is  required  to  forgive  all  men. 
And  ye  ought  to  say  in  your  hearts — let  God  judge 
between  me  and  thee.  .  .  .  (Doctrine  and  Covenants 
64:10-11.) 

If  another  person  is  ignorant  in  that  he  does  not 
understand  the  nature  of  his  sin,  we  try  in  a  sensi- 
tive way  to  teach  him.  We  should  be  patient  with 
others,  recognizing  that  it  takes  time  for  them  to 
reach  a  "breakthrough"  in  the  sense  that  they  under- 
stand the  meaning  of  important  principles.  The 
younger  Alma  committed  many  types  of  sins  for 
many  years  but  his  father  did  not  reject  him.  Even- 
tually he  became  a  "great  light"  to  many  people. 
Alma  said: 

/  have  labored  without  ceasing,  that  I  might  bring 
souls  unto  repentance;  that  I  might  bring  them  to 
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taste  of  the  exceeding  joy  of  which  I  did  taste;  that 
they  might  also  be  born  of  God,  and  be  filled  with 
the  Holy  Ghost.  (Alma  36:24.) 

If  others  are  different,  we  try  putting  ourselves 
into  their  individual  circumstances.  We  ask  our- 
selves, "How  would  I  feel  in  such  a  situation?"  The 
Lord  is  concerned  over  every  human  soul: 

.  .  .  The  Son  of  Man  is  come  to  save  that  which 
was  lost. 

.  .  .  It  is  not  the  will  of  your  Father  which  is  in 
heaven,  that  one  of  these  little  ones  should  perish. 
(Matthew  18:11, 14.) 

The  following  story  from  the  Reader's  Digest 
illustrates  our  point. 

BIRTHDAY   PRESENT!^ 

A  week  after  my  son  started  first  grade  he  came 
home  with  the  news  that  Rodger,  the  only  Negro  in 
the  class,  was  his  playground  partner.  I  swallowed 
and  said,  "That's  nice.  How  long  before  someone  else 
gets  him  for  a  partner?"  "Oh,  I've  got  him  for  good," 
replied  Bill.  In  another  week  I  had  the  news  that 
Bill  had  asked  if  Rodger  could  be  his  desk  partner. 

Unless  you  were  born  and  reared  in  one  of  the 
white- supremacy  states  as  I  was,  you  cannot  know 
what  this  means.  I  went  for  an  appointment  with 
the  teacher. 

She  met  me  with  tired,  cynical  eyes.  "Well,  I 
suppose  you  want  a  new  desk  partner  for  your  child 
too,"  she  said.  "Can  you  wait  a  few  minutes?  I  have 
another  mother  coming  in  right  now." 

I  looked  up  to  see  a  woman  my  own  age.  My 
heart  raced  as  I  realized  she  must  be  Rodger's  moth- 
er. She  had  a  quiet  dignity  and  much  poise,  but 
neither  could  cover  the  anxiety  I  heard  in  her  ques- 
tions. "How's  Rodger  doing?  I  hope  he's  keeping 
up  with  the  other  children?  If  he  isn't,  just  let  me 
know." 

She  hesitated,  as  she  made  herself  ask,  "Is  he 
giving  you  any  trouble  of  any  kind.  I  mean,  what 
with  his  having  to  change  desks  so  much?" 

I  could  feel  the  terrible  tension  in  her,  for  she 
knew  the  answer.  But  I  was  proud  of  that  first-grade 
teacher  for  her  gentle  answer.  "No,  Rodger  is  not 
giving  me  any  trouble.  I  try  to  move  all  the  children 
around  the  first  few  weeks  until  each  has  just  the 
right  partner." 

I  introduced  myself  and  said  that  my  son  was  to 
be  Rodger's  new  desk  partner  and  I  hoped  they 
would  like  each  other.  Even  then  I  knew  that  it  was 
only  a  surface  wish,  not  a  deep-felt  one.  But  it 
helped  her,  I  could  see. 


Twice  Rodger  invited  Bill  to  come  home  with  him, 
but  I  found  excuses.  Then  came  the  heartache  that 
I  will  always  suffer. 

On  my  birthday  Bill  came  home  from  school  with 
a  grimy  piece  of  paper  folded  into  a  very  small  square. 
Unfolding  it,  I  found  three  flowers  and  "Happy 
Birthday"  crayoned  on  the  paper — and  a  nickel. 

"That's  from  Rodger,"  said  Bill.  "It's  his  milk 
money.  When  I  said  today  was  your  birthday  he 
made  me  bring  it  to  you.  He  said  you  are  his  friend, 
'cause  you're  the  only  mother  that  didn't  make  him 
get  another  desk  partner." 


That  which  we  help  instill  in  the  lives  of  others 
will  come  back  into  our  own.  As  each  of  us  develops 
his  own  gifts  and  freely  shares  them  with  others, 
our  own  lives  may  be  enriched.  Together  we  can  thus 
be  greater  than  we  can  ever  be  alone.  This  is  why  it 
is  so  important  to  always  keep  our  final  motive  with 
regard  to  others  in  mind — their  and  our  fulfillment. 

3.     The  approval  of  the  Lord. 

When  we  think  of  the  greatness  of  our  Heavenly 
Father,  of  his  Firstborn  Son,  the  Savior,  and  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  who  testifies  of  them  and  the  principles 
taught  by  them,  we  can  understand  the  importance 
of  their  approval.  Their  intelligence,  wisdom,  under- 
standing, skill,  and  love  are  of  the  highest  order. 
They  have  dedicated  themselves  to  helping  each  one 
of  us  attain  their  magnificent  status.  Therefore,  if 
we  must  choose  between  their  ways  of  behaving  and 
the  ways  of  anyone  else,  we  should  always  remember 
that  their  recognition  is  the  highest  form  of  recogni- 
tion we  can  ever  achieve. 

Peter  and  the  other  apostles  who  earlier  had  left 
the  Savior  at  the  time  of  the  crucifixion  achieved 
such  a  maturity.  The  chief  priest  brought  them  be- 
fore the  council. 

.  .  .  And  the  high  priest  asked  them,  saying,  Did 
we  not  straitly  command  that  ye  should  not  teach  in 
this  [the  Savior's]  name?  .  .  .  Then  Peter  and  the 
other  apostles  answered  and  said,  We  ought  to  obey 
God  rather  than  men.  The  God  of  our  fathers  raised 
up  Jesus,  whom  ye  slew  and  hanged  on  a  tree.  Him 
hath  God  exalted  with  his  right  hand  to  be  a  Prince 
and  a  Saviour,  for  to  give  repentance  to  Israel,  and 
forgiveness  of  sins.  And  we  are  his  witnesses  of  these 
things;  and  so  is  also  the  Holy  Ghost,  whom  God 
hath  given  to  them  that  obey  him.  (Acts  5:27-32.) 

These  kinds  of  recognition  are  available  and  de- 
sirable for  every  one  of  us.  In  our  moments  of  temp- 
tation let  us  never  lose  sight  of  any  of  them. 


^''Birthday  Present,"   by  Mavis  Burton   Ferguson,    The   Reader's 
Digest,  June,  1969.  Used  by  permission. 
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A  teen-agefs  prank  reveals  that  beneath  the  fun  and 
foolishness  of  life  is  a  serious-minded  search  for  truth. 

Teen-Asrers 


Art  hy  Sallie  Clinton. 


Rise  To  The 
Cliallenge 


by  Sallie  Clinton* 


Dear  Gini, 


Thank  you  for  your  letter.  I  enjoyed,  your  com- 
ments on  life  at  college.  I  knew  you  would  be  sur- 
prised to  hear  that  I  had  joined  the  Mormon  church. 
Why  didn't  you  ever  tell  me  about  it?  I  guess  you 
figured  I  wasn't  the  "type"  to  join  the  Church.  Any- 
way, you  asked  how  I  came  to  be  a  Mormon — so 
here  goes. 


For  the  general  use  of  Course  8;  for  Course  10,  lesson  8  {Octo- 
ber 25),  "The  Godhead — the  Holy  Ghost";  for  Course  14,  lessons 
5  and  8  (October  4,  November  1),  "Apostasy"  and  "Restoration"; 
for  Course  18,  lessons  4  and  7  (October  4,  25),  "The  Believing 
Heart"  and  "The  Gateway  to  the  Kingdom";  for  Course  26,  lesson  6 
(September  20),  "What  Is  a  Testimony?"  to  support  family  home 
evening  lesson  6;  and  of  general  interest. 

*  Sallie  Clinton,  daughter  of  Mrs,  Wilma  B.  Taber  of  Lakewood, 
Colorado,  is  in  her  Junior  year  at  Brigham  Young  University,  where 
she  is  studying  art. 


Like  the  rest  of  the  gang  in  high  school,  I  was 
looking  for  the  most  out  of  life.  You  may  remember 
how  we  groped  around  trying  to  find  a  way  of  life 
that  was  fulfilling — yet  challenging.  I  also  remember 
more  serious  searchings — to  find  a  purpose  or  system 
to  guide  my  life.  Schoolwork  was  not  enough,  nor 
were  the  parties — or  the  drinking.  I  remember  the 
instinctive  urge  to  turn  to  the  Lord  for  a  pattern  to 
live  by — but  I  was  disillusioned  by  the  different 
churches  I  attended. 

Will  You  Marry  Me? 

After  you  graduated  and  left  for  college,  the  old 
high  school  gang  still  kept  together.  One  night  we 
were  all  at  the  hamburger  stand,  and  Carol  bet  me  I 
couldn't  propose  to  every  guy  in  the  place.  That  was 
quite  a  bet!  Of  course  I  had  to  give  it  a  try.  I  got  up 
and  went  from  table  to  table.  A  lot  of  our  old  friends 
were  there — and  a  few  new  faces  too.  One  of  the  new 
fellows  I  proposed  to  that  night  was  a  Mormon — his 
name  was  Bob. 

"Hi!  My  name  is  Sallie,  and  I'd  like  to  know  if 
you'd  like  to  marry  me?" 
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The  usual  reaction  was  a  spurt  of  laughter  at  the 
gag,  but  Bob  said,  *'Sure  I  will — all  you  have  to  do  is 
join  my  Church  so  we  can  direct  our  lives  together." 

"What  church  do  you  belong  to?"  I  asked,  taken 
aback. 

"The  Mormon  church — The  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints." 

The  next  thing  I  knew  I  had  a  date  to  attend 
church  with  Bob.  I  was  highly  apprehensive  about 
churches  by  this  time.  They  were  always  after 
money,  or  converts  just  for  the  sake  of  bigger  enroll- 
ments. I  could  not  see  how  a  mere  man  could  put  on 
a  robe  and  be  able  to  forgive  my  sins  or  baptize  me. 
How  did  a  man  get  the  authority  from  the  Lord  to 
do  these  things?  I  could  not  see  how  a  church  could 
actively  help  guide  its  members  forward  if  its  leaders 
did  not  know  where  the  Lord  wanted  them  to  go.  I 
could  not  understand  how  people  who  claimed  to 
have  religion  could  live  so  wickedly  and  unhappily, 
or  how  they  could  refuse  to  help  others  and  reserve 
their  religion  for  Sunday.  If  those  were  the  fruits  of 
religion,  I  wanted  none  of  them — yet  I  agreed  to  go 
to  Bob's  church. 

As  a  result  of  our  date,  I  began  to  study  the 
gospel.  At  first  it  was  to  argue  with  Bob.  But  I 
found  the  ideas  of  the  Mormon  Church  seemed  to 
throw  some  light  on  the  inconsistencies  I'd  always 
seen  in  other  churches. 

The  True  Church 

I  first  learned  that  the  church  was  called  The 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints.  Other 
churches  I'd  known  had  taken  upon  themselves  the 
name  of  Christ,  but  they  did  not  seem  to  act  as 
Christ's  church.  If  a  church  was  truly  Christ's 
church,  I  had  always  felt  it  should  be  structured  hke 
his  first  established  church  on  the  earth.  The  Bible 
was  the  only  reference  I  knew  of  to  Christ's  early 
church.  Throughout  the  Bible  were  references  to 
elders  and  seventies;  Paul's  letter  to  the  Ephesians 
mentioned  "apostles,  prophets  .  .  .  teachers."  I  knew 
the  Bible  also  made  reference  to  baptism,  the  Holy 
Ghost,  laying  on  of  hands,  blessings,  and  anointings. 
In  Christ's  church  these  positions  and  ordinances 
had  all  been  a  part  of  the  gospel.  But  where  had 
these  important  institutions,  symbolic  of  his  church, 
gone  in  the  modern  day? 

In  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints  at  last  I  found  a  church  which  had  the  same 
foundation  as  Christ's  early  church.  It  was  indeed 
his  restored  Church.  I  learned  that  this  true  Church 
on  earth  had  been  restored  through  Joseph  Smith — 
a  latter-day  prophet.  This  differed  from  ony  other 
church  I'd  known,  for  I  found  that  the  Lord  had  given 


Joseph  Smith  permission  to  act  in  his  name,  to  fill 
the  positions  and  perform  the  ordinances  established 
by  Christ  himself.  So  Joseph  Smith  was  actually 
given  authority  to  act  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  This 
authority  was  called  priesthood,  just  as  it  was  in  the 
Bible, 

I  read  the  Book  of  Mormon.  The  missionaries 
explained  that  it,  like  the  priesthood,  had  been 
restored  through  Joseph  Smith.  It  truly  seemed 
logical  that  the  Lord  had  visited  many  others  when 
he  came,  including  the  new  world  continent.  I 
learned  that  the  Lord  still  speaks  to  man  to  guide 
him,  that  he  speaks  both  through  his  prophets  and 
personally  through  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  does  not  grope  in  darkness,  because  the 
Lord  reveals  his  will  to  prophets. 

To  Know  From  the  Lord 

At  this  point  I  was  in  much  the  same  position 
as  many  who  have  been  members  of  the  Church  all 
their  lives.  I  had  an  intellectual  knowledge  of  the  facts 
of  the  Church,  but  I  needed  to  know  from  the  Lord 
if  the  facts  were  true.  Until  I  knew  that,  I  did  not 
have  a  testimony,  nor  could  I  commit  myself  to  a 
baptism  unless  I  knew  through  a  personal  witness 
that  the  Lord  had  estabhshed  this  Church. 

I  prayed  about  it.  I  asked  the  Lord  if  he  had 
truly  restored  his  Church  through  Joseph  Smith.  I 
asked  him  if  the  Book  of  Mormon,  the  second  and 
new  witness  of  his  first  coming,  was  true.  Now  I 
can  say  I  know  that  God  lives,  because  he  answered 
those  prayers.  I  gained  a  testimony  of  the  truth 
of  this  Church  through  the  Holy  Ghost — the  Spirit 
witnessed  in  my  heart  that  the  things  I  had  learned 
were  true.  It  was  a  very  strong  answer,  yet  from  a 
very  small  and  single  voice. 

Finally  I'd  like  you  to  know  the  results  of  my 
change  of  heart.  Because  of  my  testimony  of 
Christ's  guidance  of  his  Church  here,  I  have  a  desire 
to  do  what  the  Lord  says  is  best  for  me.  That  means 
loving  and  forgiving  others,  abstaining  from  things 
that  defile  my  body,  paying  my  tithing,  seeking  the 
Lord's  help  in  resisting  sin,  having  charity,  and  giv- 
ing service.  If  I  follow  Christ's  plan,  I  know  I  will 
truly  be  happy. 

I'm  thankful  to  Bob  and  to  you  for  having  a 
testimony  of  the  Church — for  through  your  strength 
as  examples  I  came  to  know  my  Father  in  heaven 
and  his  plan  of  progression.  There  is  such  joy  in 
knowing  that  I  am  finally  on  the  way  to  real  happi- 
ness. 

Sincerely  your  friend,  Sallie. 
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(A  brief  history  of  the  Magiagi  Branch,  Apia  Stake) 
by  Allan  D.  Patterson'' 

South  of  the  town  of  Apia  in  Western  Samoa  the 
hills  climb  upward  into  the  mountains.  On  the  brink 
of  a  canyon  the  village  of  Magiagi  clings.  Looking 
northward,  one  can  see  the  picturesque  town  of  Apia 
with  her  sun-bleached  buildings  and  steepled 
churches,  the  horseshoe- shaped  harbor,  and  the  beau- 
tiful Pacific  Ocean  stretching  endlessly  beyond. 

If  one  looks  to  the  west,  there  is  Mt.  Vaea — the 
beloved  mountain  of  Robert  Louis  Stevenson,  where 
his  moss-and-vine-covered  tomb  now  stands.  He 
lived  in  a  house  near  the  base  of  the  mountain. 

The  history  of  the  Church  in  the  small  village  of 
Magiagi  began  in  1958  when  two  elders  from  the 
Samoan  Mission  were  sent  into  the  area  to  teach 
the  gospel.  The  missionaries  were  invited  to  live 
with  one  of  the  ministers  of  the  village.  Although 
the  minister  did  not  accept  the  gospel  or  approve  of 
the  proselyting  of  the  elders,  he  nevertheless  became 
their  fast  friend. 

There  was  much  opposition  by  the  village  mem- 
bers to  the  missionary  effort.  Families  became  di- 
vided when  some  members  joined  the  Church  and 
others  did  not.  There  was  much  bitterness  toward 
the  Church  and  toward  those  village  members  who 
braved  the  opposition  to  be  baptized.  Once  the  elders 
were  even  beaten. 

The  original  missionaries  were  transferred,  but 
new  elders  were  assigned  to  the  area. 

One  of  the  new  members-  of  the  Church  whose 
family  owned  property  in  the  village  wanted  to  use 
a  small  parcel  of  the  land  as  a  building  site  for  the 
Church.    The  members  of  his  family  objected;  the 

For  Course  12,  lesson  12  (November  29),  "Key  to  Spiritual 
Growth";  for  Course  18,  lesson  5  (October  11),  "The  Rock  of  Faith"; 
for  Course  26,  lesson  6  (September  20),  "What  Is  a  Testimony?"  for 
Course  28,  lesson  7  (October  18),  "A  Record  of  an  Ancient  People: 
Faith  Enough  to  See";  for  Course  30,  lesson  8  (November  8),  "A 
Worldwide  Church";  to  support  family  home  evening  lesson  6;  and 
of  general  interest. 

*Apia  Stake  Sunday  School  superintendent. 

^Fale  is  pronounced  fah'-lay.  It  is  a  single,  oval-shaped  enclosure 
with  no  walls  and  a  thatched  roof  supported  on  posts.  Literal  m^eaning 
of  our  title  is  "From.  House  to  Holy    (or  Sacred)    House." 

^Samuel  Bruce  Lupetaliaami. 


members  of  the  village  objected;  and  the  man  had 
no  money.  However,  after  much  hard  work,  persua- 
sion, and  long-suffering,  the  property  was  purchased 
and  paid  for.  A  quorum  of  elders  from  Pesega  helped 
build  a  fale  on  the  property  so  that  Sunday  School 
could  be  held  there. 

The  Sunday  School  progressed  well  for  about  six 
months,  and  conditions  looked  favorable  for  the  fu- 
ture. Then  trouble  struck.  The  minister  who  had 
befriended  the  original  missionaries  was  persuaded 
to  try  to  stop  the  Sunday  School.  Through  his  in- 
fluence the  Sunday  School  was  driven  from  the  vil- 
lage. 

After  a  time  new  elders  were  sent  into  the  Ma- 
giagi area.  Families  again  became  divided  over  the 
Church.  Old  members  returned  and  others  became 
interested,  but  many  of  the  villagers  who  were  con- 
verted feared  to  be  baptized  because  of  the  strong 
disapproval  of  the  others. 

At  first  Sunday  School  was  held  in  the  home  of 
one  of  the  members,  but  eventually  new  fales  were 
built  on  the  Church  property;  and  the  Church 
flourished. 

The  fales  are  being  taken  down  again  now,  but 
this  time  it  is  the  members  who  are  dismanthng 
them,  for  a  beautiful  new  chapel  has  just  been  con- 
structed. At  press  time  for  this  issue,  it  was  com- 
pleted except  for  the  pews. 

Magiagi  is  now  a  branch  of  130  members  in  Apia 
Stake,  and  is  presided  over  by  Tavita  Fitisemanu. 
Here  Sunday  School  lessons  are  taught  in  both  En- 
glish and  Samoan. 

One  of  the  faithful  native  sisters  in  Samoa,  Fale- 
lua  HoKum,  who  learned  EngHsh  as  a  foreign 
language,  says  of  the  Church  and  her  testimony: 
"It's  only  a  tiny  seed,  grows  and  becomes  a  giant 
tree  with  a  numerous  amount  of  formative  roots — 
a  tree  that  produces  good  fruits  that  people  love  to 
have.  They  love  to  taste  it,  they  love  to  find  out 
what  it's  like  inside.  Some  people  taste  the  sweet- 
ness but  others  don't.  Some  people  love  to  be  with 
the  fruit,  but  they  aren't  worthy  to  be  with  it,  they 
finally  give  up. 

'T  have  strong  roots  and  all  the  gospel  teachings 
touch  my  heart  through  the  good  example,  the  love 
and  service  of  those  who  sacrifice  their  time  and 
their  strength  in  obeying  the  Lord,  in  giving  all  they 
have  in  teaching  me  all  they  can  about  the  gospel. 
As  my  faith  keeps  growing  more  and  more  I  am  able 
to  do  things  that  others  can't  do.  The  spirit  of  love 
and  forgiveness  deep  in  my  soul  increases  my  faith, 
for  I  love  my  Heavenly  Father  and  through  service 
I  show  him  my  love. 

"Many  don't  believe  what  we're  doing,  but  to 
me  it's  not  a  fib,  it's  really  true." 
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From  FaleToFaleSa 

1.  Meetings  were  held  in  fales  built  on  Church  property. 

2.  A  b^utiful  new  chapeUttas  now  been  built.  /* 

3.  .^nday  School  is  he|j(rin  the  new,  unfurnish^  chapel. 

4.  Magiagi  Branch  Sunday  School  in  a  fate,  Superinten- 
dent Menu  Samaeli  conducting. 

5.  Sunday  School   officers  and  teachers   of   Pesega    II 
Ward. 

6.  Junior  Sunday  School  (Magiagi  Branch)  on  a  straw 
lat  in  the  fale.         X  / 

A  Junior  Sunday  School  class  (Magiagi  Branch)  in  a 
fale.  ^ 

8.    Senior  Sunday  School  (Magiagi  Branch)  conducted  by 
Samuela  Puefua.  Organist  is  Faga  Utuai. 
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Sacond  Clan  Postaga  Paid 
a»  Sail  lak*  City,  Utah 


On  one  side  of  the  net  was  a 
dark  haired,  nut-brown  musician 
from  the  University  of  California 
at  Los  Angeles,  handsome  enough 
to  be  from  a  Hollywood  studio. 
His  name:  Jeff  Borowiak. 

Booming  a  tennis  ball  as  if  from 
a  cannon  at  him  from  the  other 
side  was  a  big  left-handed  fresh- 
man from  Stanford  University — 
Roseoe  Tanner. 

These  young  knights  in  white 
were  battling  for  the  national  col- 
legiate championship. 

For  17  grueling  games  there  had 
not  been  a  service  break  in  the 
first  set.  It  was  Tanner's  turn  to 
serve  in  the  18th  game.  The  lead 
teetered  several  times  in  that  18th 
game,  then  Borowiak  broke 
through  to  win  the  game  and  the 
first  set.  (The  winner  was  to  be  the 
first  to  win  three  sets.) 

I  recall  the  comment  of  one  of 
the  team  coaches  on  the  sidelines: 
"Look  out  now.  One  of  the  real 
pitfalls  of  tennis  is  for  a  player  to 
let  up  after  breaking  through  the 
other  man's  service  after  an  extend- 


iMatthew  24:13. 

For  Course  14,  lesson  3  (September  27), 
"Religious  Faith";  for  Course  16,  lesson  10 
(November  22),  "What  (Who)  Is  Holding  Me 
Back?"  for  Course  18,  lesson  8  (November  8), 
"Promises  to  Keep";  for  Course  26,  lesson  12 
November  8).  "Seek  Ye  after  the  Best";  to 
support  family  home  evening  lesson  12;  and 
of  general  interest. 


NO  LETUP 

SERVING  IN  TENNIS:  IT  WAS  A  BITTER.  SEESAW  BATTLE. 


ed  deadlock.  Such  a  letdown  could 
change  the  whole  course  of  the 
match." 

Following  a  brief  pause,  the  sec- 
ond set  began.  And  Borowiak  did 
let  down.  For  the  first  time  he  lost 
his  service — ^in  the  first  game  of 
that  second  set.  After  a  long  strug- 
gle he  eventually  won  the  match. 
But  that  letdown  after  his  first-set 
victory  could  have  cost  him  the 
highest  honor  in  college  tennis. 

I  knew  a  tennis  player  who 
stroked  the  ball  brilliantly.  We 
called  him  a  stylist  in  shot  making. 
But  he  had  a  tendency  to  let  up 
when  he  moved  into  the  lead  in  a 
match.  As  a  result,  he  suffered 
more  defeats  than  he  should  have 
before  less  talented  foes. 

Some  people  celebrate  victories 
before  they  are  won.  Others  cele- 
brate them  too  long  after  they  ac- 
tually come.  In  both  instances, 
bitter  disappointment,  if  not  de- 
feat, often  follows. 

I  knew  a  young  man  who 
achieved  great  financial  success 
while  he  was  yet  in  his  thirties.  I 
suppose  he  figured  that  he  had 
really  arrived.  He  retired  and  be- 
gan leading  a  life  of  leisure.  To- 
gether we  served  in  some  commu- 
nity causes.  He  seemed  to  lose  his 
drive.  He  did  not  serve  nearly  so 
well  as  when  he  was  busy  on  the 
way  up,  even  though  he  had  much 
more  time.  He  let  down.  Then  some 
of  his  investments  turned  sour.  He 
lost  much  money.  More  tragically, 
he  lost  his  wiU  to  perform  well. 

Jesus,  speaking  to  his  disciples 
as  he  sat  on  the  Mount  of  Olives, 
said: 


"But  he  that  shall  Midure  unto 
the  end,  the  same  shall  be  saved."^ 

No  man  or  woman  every  really 
arrives.  Joyful  living  is  a  continual 
reaching  and  pulling  and  pushing 
upward. 

Michelangelo  produced  his  18- 
foot  masterpiece  in  marble,  David, 
when  the  sculptor  was  yet  in  his 
twenties.  Also,  before  he  was  thirty 
he  completed  Pietd,  portraying 
Jesus  and  his  mother,  which  won 
fame  for  Michelangelo.  The  sculp- 
tor could  have  let  up  after  these 
successes.  But  he  kept  his  chisel 
and  his  brush  busy.  In  his  thirties 
he  brushed  his  greatest  paintings, 
some  of  them  scenes  from  the  Book 
of  Genesis,  on  a  chapel  ceiling 
while  lying  on  his  back  70  feet 
above  the  floor.  In  his  forties  he 
created  more  sculptures,  including 
his  classic  Moses. 

But  there  was  no  letup.  Indeed 
he  took  time  for  friends  and  recre- 
ation (such  as  writing  humorous 
verse) ;  yet  he  kept  toiling  for  ex- 
cellence in  art.  During  his  sixties 
he  completed  his  massive  painting, 
Last  Judgment.  At  86  he  was  stiU 
working  over  designs.  He  died  at 
89. 

Michelangelo,  for  years  sought 
by  kings  and  princes,  lived  as 
though  he  never  felt  he  had  it 
made. 

How  true  the  thought!  That 
collegiate  tennis  match  reminded 
me  again  that  life  here  and  here- 
after, to  be  really  happy,  must  be 
a  continuing  upward  thrust.  With 
no  letups. 

— Wendell  J.  Ashton. 
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